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 Dear Friend of MacArthur 
Park Lutheran Church and 
School, 
     MacArthur Park is now 
experiencing significant 
changes affecting congre-
gations throughout the 
United States.  Just a gen-
eration ago, the standard 
expectation was that a 
congregation would have 
its own pastor, have its 
own church building, and 
operate independently of 
other neighborhood or  
denominational congrega-
tions.  Congregations op-
erated independently with 
little if any interaction 
with other congregations. 
     Times have changed 
dramatically and now con-
gregations are operating 
interdependently with  much 
more interaction.  We see 
the change here in three 
different ways. 
     First, MacArthur Park 
is now working closely 
with a nearby congrega-
tion, Place of Grace Fel-
lowship, to help hungry 
people in this neighbor-
hood get food to eat.   
Volunteers from both con-

gregations are working to-
gether to serve the people 
of this area. 
     Second, MacArthur Park 
is now sharing its facilities 
with two other Christian 
congregations, one Luther-
an and one Coptic. As 
America becomes more 
secular and congregations 
get smaller, shared space is 
becoming the new model 
for neighborhood congrega-
tions.  Groups which used 
to have dedicated space in 
buildings just for their pro-
grams are having to make 
adjustments.   I expect this 
trend to continue. 
     Third, MacArthur Park 
is now being encouraged to 
do strategic planning with 
other congregations in mind.  
The Southwestern Texas 
Synod is encouraging us to 
include San Pablo and   
Beitel Lutheran Churches 
in future strategic planning, 
perhaps in some form of 
cooperative ministry which 
is yet to be defined. 
     We are called to Live 
the Gospel and Change the 
World.  As we move for-
ward, we will need to be 

flexible and accept change 
as we attempt to be faith-
ful to our mission. 

  
 Peace, 

Pastor Paul 
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Summer Worship 
Schedule  

continues thru   
Sept. 9:  

9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Snacks, 
Fellowship and 

  Christian Education 
for All Ages 
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School supplies in the stores and the 
hustle and bustle of parents getting stu-
dents ready can only mean one thing- 
the start of school is upon us! MPLS 
will be starting school on August 27. 
Classes for students ages 18 months 
through First Grade are being offered 
this year.  We will be welcoming more 
than 50 students and their families.  
New students are always welcome, as 
most classes still have openings in 
them.  If you have a school yard sign, 
please display it during this enrollment 
period.  Take a handful of flyers from 
the church to share with co-workers or 
neighbors.  As always, we appreciate 
your prayers as we enter this exciting 
time of the year.  

Our annual rummage sale is set for Sat-
urday, October 6.  Donations are gladly 
accepted along with volunteers to help 
run the event.  Information and sign-up 
sheets will be available Sunday morn-
ings when the event is closer.  Please 
contact Carla Lockett or the school   
office if you have donations or ques-
tions. 

The collection of box-tops for educa-
tion along with print cartridges is still 
on-going.  There is a box in the robe 
room in the main sanctuary where both 
can be dropped off. These programs 
give the school cash for the items we 
submit to them.  These are very benefi-

MacArthur Park Lutheran School 

 

cial ways to help the school and 
keep items out of the landfill.   

Celebrating 55 years of education is 
a wonderful accomplishment for our 
school.  In those 55 years countless 
numbers of lives have been touched 
and as a member of Mac Park you 
have been a proud part of that.  
Thank you for your support of this 
ministry as we look forward to 55 
more!  Please watch the web-site, 
and bulletin for announcements of 
upcoming activities and volunteer 
opportunities with events this fall.   

     

  Carla Lockett 

            MPLS Director 

 

 

 WELCOME 
BACK TO 

OUR 
AWESOME 

STAFF 
AND   

STDENTS! 
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In attendance: Beth Borstad, Melissa French Stephenson, Ellen Bridges, Sheryl Bierstedt, 
Courtney Grove, Jeanette Pierce, James Vlasak, Virginia Stowell, Hannah Hansen, Pastor 
Paul Ziese, and Pastor Heather Hansen.  Maureen Folkerts was present via phone.  Cynthia 
Lopez, Congregation Council President for San Pablo was also present.           

Beth led the devotion.  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM.  The group reaffirmed 
our commitment to the Purpose Statement and Guiding Principles.   

Actions: 
       *   The May 15, 2018 minutes were accepted as printed.     

       * The May 2018 financial report was received.  MPLC had a net deficit of  
  $10,931.72 for May and budgeted deficit of $4,339.70.  MPLS had a net surplus 
  of $5,958.21 for May and budgeted surplus of $5,490.18.  The Capital Campaign 
  total is $51,282 as of May 31, 2018.  A portion ($4,000) of Pastor Paul’s discre-
  tionary funds were used to cover month end bills.  It is expected that additional 
  funds will also be required next month.  There is a percentage of the Clyde 
  Lorenz fund that is available for use for other than a new building. 

 *  Pastoral Acts received:  Memorial service for Virgil Peterson June 2, 2018 by 
  Pastor Paul Ziese. 

       *   Sheryl made a motion to extend a 90-day trial contract to the Coptic Orthodox 
  Church to use facilities at MPLC Friday evenings and Saturday mornings, to be 
  reevaluated every 30 days.  A contract will be created regarding housekeeping 
  issues, payment and hours.  Pastor Paul will be present the first weekend.  They 
  desire to start June 29-30.  The motion carried with a second by Melissa. 

       *   The Mission Endowment Committee has recommended changes to the Consti-
  tution, By-Laws and Continuing Resolutions, as noted in the attached document.  
  If approved, this recommendation serves as the 60-day notice to the Council as 
  prescribed in the Constitution.  Virginia made a motion to approve this recom-
  mendation.  The motion carried with a second by Maureen.   Council will notify 
  the Congregation of recommended changes no less than 30 days prior to the next 
  Congregation Meeting.  Dates are set for the Congregation Meetings:  Part 1 
  August 26, 2018 and Part 2 September 16, 2018. 

Discussions: 
 • Pastor Heather reported that the Worship Planning committee has met once and 
  will meet again in July.  Pastor Paul will take over meeting with the Security 
  group.  The Youth Gathering is next week, and they are continuing fundraising. 

• Pastor Paul discussed the In-actives committee.  It was decided that one of the 
 Pastors should reach out to the families on the potential list prior to them being 
 (Continued on Page 4.) 

Congregation Council Meeting Minutes ~ June 19, 2018 
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(Continued from Page 3.) 
   placed on the inactive list.  A recommended list should be brought to congrega-
   tion council in January or February.  Discussion regarding the Coptic Orthodox 
   Church requesting to use of space at MPLC.  (See action item above).  He dis- 

 cussed the need to determine a sustainable business model for MPLC.  He     
 presented a number of thoughts to consider, and Beth will follow up with Mark 
 Helmke and discuss putting together a team/teams to discuss options.  He also 
 noted challenges related to current Federal Government policies.    

• Written Mission Team reports were received from Inviting Chair, School Chair, 
 Sending Chair and Support Chair.  Equipping Chair and Youth Representative 
 had no reports this month. 

• Cynthia Lopez from San Pablo thanked MPLC for all that has been done to   
 support San Pablo Congregation.  There are some details to be resolved now  
 that San Pablo is an official Congregation of the ELCA.  They are looking for 
 storage options for their music equipment.  She also noted possibly having their 
 children and youth join with MPLC for Sunday School and youth activities,   
 including Confirmation.  Pastor Paul suggested that representatives from San 
 Pablo meet with the Education Committee (Courtney).  They would like to do a 
 Posada on December 15, with the possibility of MPLC joining in.  They would 
 also like to join MPLC for God’s Work Our Hands. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 PM with closing Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, Ellen Bridges, Congregation Council Secretary 

 

The July Congregation Council Meeting was cancelled due to lack of a quorum able to 
be present. 

Respectfully submitted, Ellen Bridges, Congregation Council Secretary 

Congregation Council Meeting Minutes ~ July 17, 2018 
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 Mac Park women’s group to resume in September 

All women invited to participate 
     Things change.  Women used to hang over the back fence and 
chat.  They used to put clothes on clotheslines outside to dry in the 
sun.  Women used to wear hats and gloves to go downtown to shop. 
     One thing that has not changed is the need for Christian women to 
gather together for fellowship, learning and service to others. 
     To meet that need the MacArthur Park Lutheran Church women’s group will meet 
the second Thursday of the month from September through May in the Fireside Room.  
Unless announced otherwise, the meetings begin at 7 p.m. and are usually over by 8:30 p.m. 
     Sometimes the group gathers just for fellowship.  For example, in December there 
will be a taco salad supper, white elephant exchange and a cookie exchange for those 
who like to bake.  A bunco fellowship is held in May, and the women of Shepherd King 
Lutheran Church are invited as guests. 
     Other times, the group meets with service in mind.  The women provide a Valentine’s 
Day bingo party for the residents of the Waterford Assisted Living Facility.  Tradition-
ally in March, Lutheran World Relief personal care kits are assembled and packaged. 
     This year plans are being made for speakers on topics of interest to women.  Mac 
Park member Jill Piazzi will be speaking on Nov. 8 on the topic “Know the Ten Signs:  
Detection Matters.”  Piazzi is on the Alzheimer’s Association’s speakers bureau.  She is 
also the owner and care manager of Gray Matters, which provides individualized geri-
atric care management to those in need. This event will be open to the public.   
     In addition to all of those events, the Mac Park women’s group will be hosting the 
Alamo/Cibolo WELCA Conference on March 23. 
     The women’s group does not require membership.  Women of any age are invited to 
participate when they can.  If rides are needed, that can be worked out. 
     Plan to attend at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 13.  There will be snacks, a devotion and 
an ice breaker game.  Plans for the year will be finalized. ~Suzette Price 

News Around Mac Park and Our Community 

News Around Mac Park Campus  
 
Congratulations to Libby and Blake Lavender on the birth of Faie 
Elizabeth on June 19. She weighed 8 lbs. 14 oz., and was 20 3/4” long. 
Congratulations also to big brothers Maxwell and Owen and grand-
parents Dan and Sheryl Bierstedt! 

Our Christian sympathy to family and friends of Gladys Merks who 
passed away June 25. 

Farewell and Godspeed to Ruth McFarland as she moves to Austin to be closer to 
her family. 
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Good Afternoon, 

I hope this message finds you well and having a fantastic summer.    
We’re into the busy season with clients here at CAM.  As today’s story 
shows,  each interaction with our  clients is of utmost importance, and 
does make a difference.  We’re grateful you all are part of our mission and hope you 
share this story with your congregation! 

Every shift long-time CAM volunteer Joyce meets countless clients each day in our 
women and children’s clothing pantry. She helps the clients find much needed cloth-
ing, shoes, and hygiene items, while brightening their spirits with her bubbly positive 
personality. 

About a month ago, Joyce came to volunteer at CAM like she would any other day, 
but this day changed her life. Joyce began visiting with one of the clients about the 
items she would receive during her visit to CAM. The client was very reserved as she 
shopped the clothing racks and eventually settled on two outfits and a pair of shoes. 
Joyce thought the client was like any other client, just down on her luck and needed 
grace and compassion in order to get through a tough time. (Continued on Page 7.) 

 
After living in the United States for forty years, Mac-
Arthur Park Lutheran Church member Loni Carlson      
became a U.S. citizen on June 27.  Congratulations, Loni! 

 Mac Park youth Hannah Hansen and Josh Vlasak were 
leaders for the Synod Day event at the 2018 Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas. 

Hymns in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship book are titled by their first lines in 
order to make hymns easier to find. 

Mac Park member Nancy Halvorson was quoted in the Express-News in oppo-
sition to cutting down large trees in her neighborhood. 

So far in 2018, MacArthur Park Lutheran School has received $482 through the 
Thrivent Choice® program. 

Mac Park member Christy Halder posted this on Facebook about her brother-     
in-law, Hunter Halder. “So very proud of him and the work he and his wonder-
ful organization do!! He truly is an example of “YES, one person CAN make a dif-
ference. “  In 2011 he founded Re-food 4-Good with one volunteer, one bicycle 
and  34 recipients.  Now, the organization has 7,000 volunteers and distributes 
one  million meals a year to people in Portugal. 

News from CAM (Christian Assistance Ministry) 
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“God’s Work Our Hands” Sunday set for Sept. 9 

Mac Park and San Pablo to work together 
 
      Everyone can do something for “God’s Work, Our Hands” on Sunday, 
Sept. 9 or the week preceding! 
 Following the 9:30 a.m. worship service that day there will be special snacks, and 
then participants will move on to do various service projects.  Among the service activi-
ties will be trash pick-up in the neighborhood, basic car maintenance, card writing for 
military service members, jewelry and clothing repair, quilt tying and prayer shawl knit-
ting.  Other services available will be blood pressure checks and voter registration. 
 A food collection for the Place of Grace Fellowship food pantry will be taken that 
day. The pantry is specifically in need of canned fruits and vegetables. 
 There will be some opportunities in the community during the preceding week also.  
For example, some people will be volunteering at the Place of Grace food pantry on 
Wed., Sept. 5.  Volunteers are needed at these times: set-up at 10 a.m.-12 p.m. and food 
distribution 2-4 p.m. and 4-6 p.m. To volunteer, contact Jeanette Pierce at 
jpierce100@satx.rr.com. 
 Two other chances to volunteer will be at CAM, 110 McCullough, on Friday, Sept. 
7 from 8:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  Six to ten volunteers will be needed.  A second opportuni-
ty is at the San Antonio Food Bank Warehouse at 5200 Enrique M. Barrera Parkway on 
Saturday, Sept. 8 from 1:30-4 p.m.  A maximum of 25 volunteers can work there.   
 Those who wish to volunteer at CAM or the SA Food Bank must contact Melissa 
French-Stephenson by Saturday, Sept. 1 to reserve a spot.  Contact her by email at 
mfrenchstephenson@yahoo.com or call or text at 210-316-9404.  Those opportunities 
will close when all slots are filled. 
 A Thrivent Action Team grant has been received to pay for the snacks, drinks and 
supplies used in the service projects.  

 

(Continued from Page 6.) 
Weeks passed and Joyce ran into this woman at a local gas station. The client asked 
Joyce if she had remembered her and Joyce nodded. She began to tell her the true reason 
for her seeking assistance from CAM- she was planning on taking her own life that very 
afternoon and wanted her family to find her in nice clean clothing. Joyce fought back 
the tears as the woman continued her story.  

Because of Joyce’s kindness and mercy, the client realized that she was, in fact, worthy 
and felt the love of Christ during her visit to CAM. The client decided to seek help and 
knew that Christ brought her to CAM to feel His love surround and deepen within her. 
It’s incredible to realize that someone’s donated clothing can play a part in changing 
someone’s life! 

Manny blessings, Ms. Kyle Breon 
Admin Assistant/Office Manager, CAM 
 

mailto:jpierce100@satx.rr.com
mailto:mfrenchstephenson@yahoo.com
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Quilter of the Month 
Mary Alice Rupard  
     The Mac Park Quilters 
are very fortunate to have 
Mary Alice Rupard with 
all her talents and abilities.  
We are very grateful to her 
grandmother for giving her 
the chance to live. 
     We love you Mary!!!  
Keep up the good work!!!!  

“The Resume” What is 
this?? you say?  Above 
you can see  Bob Milliman 
and Caryn Milliman giving 
Pat Richmond a check for 
$750 made out to the Mac 
Park School.  Those of you 
who are Mac Park mem-
bers, know the Milli-
mans !!!!! As a graduation 
present from Madison 

Stitches from the Quilters 
High School, Elizabeth (the 
girl in the picture with the 
orange T-shirt on) was pre-
sented on June 8, 2018, a 
quilt that was made from 
all her T-shirts.  Pat Rich-
mond made the quilt.  It has 
two sides — The Soccer 
Side and The Zoo Side.  It 
is so large that it hangs over 
about 8 inches on all sides 
when it is placed on three 
tables in the Senior build-
ing!!!!!   
     Pat named the quilt 
“The Resume”, she rea-
soned that all one had to do 
was look at the two sides of 
this quilt and they would 
KNOW how Elizabeth had 
spent her life!!!! 
     Pat tells me that making 
this quilt was a Special 
pleasure especially since 
she finally got to meet Eliz-
abeth!!! What a girl!!!!! 

Spring Delivery: 
     Here we see Joshua 
Laney and Ladybug (our 

mascot), Pat Richmond, 
Dr. Harry Greer, Rosey 
Giglio, Nelda Greer and 
Debbie Osuma posing with 
the Spring delivery to 
Methodist Children’s Hos-
pital. This time the delivery 
was: 82 games, 80 Therapy 
Dolls, 80 Stuffed animals, 
525 sticker packages, 750 
bookmarks, and 65 puz-
zles!!!!! Keep up the good 
work, folks! 

“Log Cabin Afghan” 

     As of this Messenger, 
We have at least $305 for 
this beautiful item!! 

     Don’t miss your chance 
to win this for Fall of 
2018!!!!! 

     The money from this 
afghan goes to the Mac 
Park School.  The ticket 
will be drawn in the 3rd 
week of September!!!! 

 
         Yours in Christ,  

         Pat Richmond and 

         Mary Alice Rupard 
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August, 2018: 
      3 – Show and Tell; 4 – Library Day; 10 – Auction; 17 – Tony Bir’s  

“Philatelic Quiz”; 24 – Bourse; 31 – NO MEETING 

September, 2018: 
 7 – “Show & Tell”; 8 – Library Day;14 – Auction; 21 – Bagnite; 20 – NO MEETING 

October, 2018: 
 5 – “Show and Tell”; 6 – Library Day; 12 – DONATION AUCTION!!!!!!            
 19 – Bourse; 26 – NO MEETING! 
 

“A Philatelic Quiz” by Tony  Bir ~ August 17, 2018 

     Well, well, well, we finally have another program by Tony!!!! Some of you might 
remember his last Philatelic Quiz!!!!  Part I was advanced and Part II was for begin-
ners!!!!  The only thing that “saved” me is that I got to grade my own paper!!! (Wait,  
did I just say that out loud???) 

     Anyway, Tony tells me that he is going to have good prizes!!!!  I can hardly wait!!! 

     We’re all studying hard so that we can win some good prizes!!! (Do you really think  
I have a chance????)  Oh, well, I guess I’ll get some points for trying!!! 

  Yours in Philately, Pat Richmond 

MPLC and Place of Grace Partnership to Fight Hunger: 

Our neighbor congregation across Nacogdoches Rd. from MPLC, 
Place of Grace, runs a food pantry to serve our neighborhood. The 
dates for food distribution are typically the first and third Wednes-
days of the month, 2:00-6:00 pm.  If you or anyone you know 
needs assistance, please feel free to share this information. This is 
a choice pantry and the goal is to serve our immediate neighborhood.  

If you would like to help out by making a donation of nonperishable food items 
and/or wish to work at the pantry, please contact Jeanette Pierce at 210.822.9410 
or jpierce100@satx.rr.com, The work sessions are 10:00 am-12:00 noon to un-
load the truck and arrange the bread and produce. Then from 1:45-4:00 pm and 
4:00-6:00 pm are two more work sessions to help clients select their food. A sign
-up sheet is located in the back of the sanctuary for those wishing to volunteer. If 
you want to know more about this ministry, check with volunteers Carol Couffer, 
Andy Frantzen, Courtney Grove, Jan and Bob Hunt, Brenda Krueger, and 
George and Jeanette Pierce. ~Jeanette Pierce    

mailto:jpierce100@satx.rr.com
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please pray for the following: Larry 
Adams, Christine Boucher, Nell 
Craighead, James Peters, Elaine Rice, 
Lynda Springer, Dorothy Ziese and   
David VanLydegraf 

Those undergoing chemo 
and/or radiation treat-
ments: Collin Cash, Nell 
Craighead, Miriam Miller, 
and Rob Milliman, Jr. 

 

MEMORIALS 
VIRGIL PETERSON: Bjorn and  

Shari Dybdahl 
 

 

Service June 24 July 1 July 8 July 15 July 22 TOTAL 

9:30am 97 86 98 97 96 474 

Offering $3,301.00 $4,511.75 $4,796.00 $2,567.00 $3,628.00 $18,803.75 

Sunday  
School 

24 24 38 37 13 136 

NOTE: The offering totals listed above are the amounts received at the worship services. 
They do not reflect contributions received through the Simply Giving program or automatic 
bank drafts. 

PASTORAL ACTS 
6/2/18   Memorial Service for Virgil 

 Peterson – Pastor Paul Ziese  

6/30/18 Funeral Service for Gladys 

 Merks – Pastor Paul Ziese  

 
 

  KATHY JONES 
 3607 Herron Court 
 SA, TX 78217 
 
 JAN KELLEY 
 The Waterford 
 4243 Nacogdoches Rd., 

  #125 
  SA, TX 78217 
 
LINDA KAVANAGH 
new email address: 
mayorandmavis181@gmail.com 
 



Welcome to MacArthur Park Lutheran Church and School 

† MacArthur Park invites you for Sunday worship. † 

    Our Regular Worship Schedule   
8:30 ~ 9:30 am    1st Service  with Holy Communion 

10:45 ~ 11:45 am  2nd Service with Holy Communion 

† Christian Ed opportunities for grade 1 – adult at 9:45 am † 

 
 
 
 
 

† Our School has a Christian environment for students ages 18 months–1st Grade † 
Lutheran Hispano-Latino Spanish services at 9:30 am with Holy Communion 

every Sunday in our chapel. All Spanish speaking (first or second language) 

welcome to share the joy of the Spirit. Website: www.pilhlsa.com/home  

2903 Nacogdoches Rd. 

San Antonio, TX  78217 

church: (210) 824-7135 

fax: (210) 826-5146 

school (210) 822-5374 

Website: macparkelca.org 

Email: 

macparklutheran@satx.rr.com 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America 

www.elca.org  

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church 
2903 Nacogdoches Road 

San Antonio, TX 78217-4595 

   

 Deadline for Nov., 
Dec. 2018 and      

Jan. 2019 newsletter 
is:  

Tue, Oct. 23, 2018 

Like us on Facebook 

We’re on the web! 

www.macparkelca.org 

Church & School Staff 

 
 

Senior Pastor: Paul Ziese Home:  (210) 826-3071 

Associate Pastor: Heather Hansen Cell:  (210) 317-8509 

School Director: Carla Lockett  Home:  (210) 824-2322 

Music Director: Leigh Anne Seitter Home:  (210) 497-7113 

Choir Director: Carla Lockett Home:  (210) 824-2322 

Youth Choir Director: Melissa French-Stephenson Cell:  (210) 316-9404 

Property Manager: Kevin Ott  Cell:  (210) 885-8959 

Care Coordinator: Betty Pomykal Home:  (210) 822-7055 

Sextant: Jean Schriever Cell:  (210) 860-1688 

Assistant Sextant: Sara Milam Cell:  (210) 355-8100 

Volunteer Coordinator: Suzette Price Home:  (210) 655-3833 

Administrative Asst.: Debbie Kennedy Cell:  (210) 325-8817 

 

Summer Worship Schedule: continues thru Sept. 9 
9:30 am Worship Service with Holy Communion 

† Christian Education opportunities for grade 1 – adult at 10:30 a.m. † 

2017 — 2018 Congregation Council 

Beth Borstad, President 

Melissa French Stephenson, Vice President 

Ellen Bridges, Secretary 

Maureen Folkerts, Treasurer 

Hannah Hansen, Youth Rep 

Jeanette Pierce, Sending Chair 

James Vlasak, Support Chair 

Sheryl Bierstedt, Inviting Chair 

Courtney Grove, Equipping Chair 

Virginia Stowell, School Mission  Team 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pilhlsa.com/home
macparkelca.org
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Mac-Arthur-Park-Lutheran-Church/152809651532806?fref=ts
http://www.macparkelca.org

