
Volume 56  ~  Issue 7  

Messenger 

Building Update    1 

Mac Park School 2 

Nominees for August 28 4 

Council Minutes 5 

Help with Sunday Fellowship  7 

Kid’s Page 8 

Quilters 9 

Office Notes 10 

Statistical Reports 11 

Inside this issue: 

Congregation needs 
to resolve 13 issues  
before building   
begins 

By JIM PRICE 

     MacArthur Park Luther-
an Church members need 
to discuss 13 issues before 
deciding whether to ap-
prove a building program, 
Senior Pastor Paul R. Ziese 
believes. 
 Discussing the 13 topics 
during a 40-minute speech 
on July 17, he added: 
“They are what we need to 
look at.”   After his address, 
the adult Sunday School 
class of 49 persons voiced a 
variety of questions and 
comments. 
 The issues concern 
whether to demolish the 
current Education Build-
ing, construct a new facil-
ity, including a sanctuary, 
and renovate the current 
44-year-old sanctuary 
into a fellowship facility.  
Current thought is the 
Education Building—
built in three stages in 
1962, ’67 and ’69-- is 

outdated and to update 
the facility would be cost 
prohibitive. 
     Two committees—
Building and Building     
Finance—are spearheading 
the project after congrega-
tion members on May 15 
approved hiring BoDen, a 
San Antonio firm, to design 
a remodeling or building 
project for Mac Park.  
 Issue No. 1 said Ziese, 
senior pastor here for the past 
20 years, is “what are we 
calling this project.” Is it a 
“chapel, sanctuary or what” 
building project? 
 No. 2 is to determine the 
kind of philosophy of wor-
ship a building program 
would reflect,  “how it relates 
to God, to each other and to 
the world,” he said. 
 The third topic to resolve 
would be what kind of  rela-
tionship to the community 
new and renovated facilities 
would present.  
 Issue No. 4 concerns 
whether there would be a 
“grieving loss” if existing 
facilities were demolished 
and what to do about such 
feelings, as well as if specific 

pieces of furniture would 
be required to be placed in 
a new building. 
     A fifth issue, Ziese 
added, concerns “other 
groups we need to think 
about.” For example, de-
molishing the Education 
Building would mean the 
loss of a chapel used by 
the Spanish-speaking San 
Pablo Luterana Sunday 
church service and Mac-
Arthur Park Lutheran 
School’s week-day daily 
religious services as part 
of the school curriculum. 
 Other groups also would 
be affected by the demol-
ishing of the building or 
selling of land and other 
buildings they now use. 
 The No. 6 issue, Ziese 
said, involves stewardship  
(Continues on Page 3.)  
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 It’s time for school to start. This is an exciting time of the year.  
The stores are full of school supplies, children are getting ready for 
school, and teachers are busy preparing for their new classes. MPLS is 
no exception to the excitement. We are looking forward to starting a 
new school year. We can hardly wait to see all our returning students 
as well as welcome new ones.   
 While this is an exciting time of the year it can be a little scary as well. Back- to -
school jitters can affect students of all ages. One of the best things you can do is talk to 
your student about the new year. You might not know everything that will happen each 
day but some knowledge of what to expect is helpful. Letting students help pick out 
their new supplies can help give them some comfort in knowing they have input on 
their school day. Help them get ready the evening before. Picking clothes, getting    
supplies together and packing as much of their lunch box as possible helps make the 
mornings a little less hectic. When you go for the first day, drop your child off and 
don’t linger. You might think it makes them more comfortable if you stay a while but 
sometimes you’re sending the message that they can’t “handle it” or you’re not com-
fortable leaving them there. You might be very unsure yourself, but remember this is 
about your child and you want to empower them with confidence. Lastly, don’t lie to 
your child and tell them “I’ll be right back”. Time is not a concept children understand 
well but if they think you are returning immediately it can be very unsettling for them. 
You can say “I’ll be back at the end of your school day, or after nap” so they can have 
a reference to go by. While some things might seem trivial they are not to a child 
and remember the first few days are hardest and pretty soon things will be “old hat” 
and school will be a great experience. 
 Watch the bulletin and messenger for all the schools upcoming events. Our first big 
event will be the rummage sale. It is scheduled for October 1. We are quickly running 
out of storage but please continue to collect items. This is our biggest fundraiser of the 
year. Please pray for the staff, students and families of MPLS. We are looking forward 
to a great year. ~ Carla Lockett, MPLS Director  

MacArthur Park Lutheran School 

 

 

Save the date:  Join the celebration on Sun., Aug. 14 at 9:30 am 
in the Fireside Room to honor Pastor Paul Ziese and Choir Director 
Carla Lockett for each having served MacArthur Park Lutheran 
Church for 20 years.  The theme will be Hawaiian so this is your 
chance to wear your tropical print shirts or dresses. Worship will 

be back on the regular schedule of 8:30 am and 10:45 am, so plan to attend 
your preferred service and the celebration! 
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(Continued from Page 1.) 
and work to resolve the current fiscal year deficit budget. By visiting various church 
members, Ziese said he is trying to get the current spending plan in balance by encour-
aging people who are able to increase financial giving to the church now and for the 
next fiscal year, beginning Sept. 1.  
 With the approval of a deficit budget a year ago at a congregation meeting and 
unforeseen roof repair costs, most or all of the Mac Park surplus of $60,000 will be 
gone by the end of the current fiscal year unless members increase offerings.  
      No. 7 relates to sources of income. There are three sources of income, he said, list-
ing offerings (90 percent or more generally), fund appeals and endowment fund.    
 Offerings come as a result of asking people to give of current income, fund appeals 
are asking for savings to be given and endowment funds are derived from accumulated 
wealth. While Mac Park has an endowment fund, little has been done to encourage 
members to give to the fund but that will be stressed now, he said. 
 “Some fund appeal funds could go toward the existing deficit and budget,” he said. 
 While some financial issues confront Mac Park presently, Ziese added: “We 
are doing better than most churches. This tends to be a middle class church.”   
 Nevertheless, he said, “We need to figure out a long-term income source. We’re 
guessing what our finances are about.” 
 He also asked a question. “How do we pay for a building?”  He answered: fund   
appeal, the approximately $350,000 donated by the late Clyde Lorenz and real estate. 
“We could sell some land,” Ziese said, noting the church property is zoned for commer-
cial use. 
 The 8th topic is deciding whether to enter a joint venture with a religious body, for 
example, or other entity to build a joint use building on church property as a revenue 
producer, he said. 
 The next issue he said is his retirement, specifically when. Could it be when a build-
ing project ends or when the debt for such a venture is retired. “I need to work that out,” 
said Ziese , 66. 
 Issue No. 10 considered building ethics, he explained, specifically noting wheth-
er it’s ethical to skirt regulations to eliminate the need of a fire sprinkler system; 
whether a columbarium should be included in a building project for ashes of mem-
bers, including some still in a pseudo columbarium by the fire place in the Fireside 
room, the bell outside the sanctuary, and what flags should be flown outside the 
sanctuary. 
 No. 11 concerns staff, including the number, salary and benefits now and future. 
No. 12 concerns his sabbatical that begins Sept. 18. During that time which ends shortly 
before Thanksgiving, Ziese plans to visit Lutheran churches that have built new facili-
ties to learn how they have been set up to meet present and future needs. (Continues on 
Page 7.) 
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Meet Your Nominees for August 28, 2016 

Congregation Meeting 

       Beth Borstad is the nominee for the position of MacArthur 
Park Lutheran Church Congregation Council president. 
 Borstad is a language educator, currently serving as an ESL    
supervisory instructor at the Defense Language Institute English   
Language Center at Lackland Air Force Base. There U.S. and  inter-
national military partners are trained as part of the Department of   
Defense Security Cooperation mission. 
 Her husband, Charles Fredrickson, is an ordained ELCA pastor, 
currently serving Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in San Antonio. Their daugh-
ter Mari is a senior at UTSA, and Anna is a junior at MacArthur High School. 
 Bostad enjoys reading, doing word puzzles, choral singing, traveling and knitting.  
She is interested in the possibility of developing a community garden. 
 The Fredrickson/Borstad family joined Mac Park in 2010. She said, “We liked the 
location and atmosphere of the congregation and the quality of the preaching. It’s a plus 
that Charles’ father Carl is a member at Mac Park, too.” 
 

 Sheryl Bierstedt is the nominee for the Congregation Coun-
cil position of Inviting Chair.  She is a native Texan having been 
born in Cuero. She has a Bachelor’s degree from Texas State and a 
Master’s degree from the University of North Texas. Sheryl is      
employed at USAA in employee, management and executive devel-
opment.    
 Sheryl and her husband Dan have been married 37 years and 
have two daughters and three grandchildren. Both daughters attended MacArthur Park 
Lutheran School. 
 Sheryl is a lifelong Lutheran whose great-great grandfather was a German mission-
ary who founded churches in Arneckeville and Meyersville. She and Dan have been 
members of Mac Park since 1983 and were present for the groundbreaking of the school 
building. 
 At Mac Park Sheryl has served in many roles including School Board Committee 
member, vacation Bible school coordinator, Mutual Ministry Committee member,     
Vision Task Force member, Strategic Planning Task Force member, Internship Com-
mittee member for Vicar Kathee and Call Committee member for Pastor Heather. She 
currently coordinates nursery volunteers and is a member of the Table Talk Grace 
Group. 
(Continues on Page 6.) 
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In Attendance:  Suzette Price, Robin Bullington, Melissa French-Stephenson, Pastor 
Heather, Bill Sweda, Beth Borstad, Pastor Ziese, Maureen Folkerts, Renee Staul 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10pm with a prayer from Suzette Price. The group  
reaffirmed its commitment to the purpose statement and guiding principles.   
Actions: 
 Minutes of the June 21, 2016 Congregational Council meetings were approved as printed. 
 A written financial report was received from Treasurer Maureen Folkerts. June operat-

ing receipts were $28,576.16 and total expenses were $34,976.61 with a loss of 
($6400.55). Year to date operating receipts were $289,985.01 and total expenses were 
$351,552.50 with a loss of ($61,567.49). For June, MPLC School operating receipts 
were $6402.14 and total expenses were $19,374.40 with a loss of (12,972.26) Year to 
date operating receipts were $254,937.19 and total expenses were $206,817.90 with a 
net income of $48,119.29. 

 Pastoral Acts –Holy Baptism of Boyd Jackson Amerson. Affirmation of Baptism  for 
Elizabeth Ann Amerson. Jack and Cindy Amerson received into membership by affir-
mation of faith. 

 The 2016-2017 church spending plan was approved to recommend to the congregation for 
approval at the Part A annual congregation meeting on August 28. The recommendation 
was approved with a motion by Robin Bullington and a 2nd by Beth Borstad. 

 The 2016-2017 school spending plan was approved to recommend to the congregation 
for approval at the Part A annual congregation meeting on August 28. The recommen-
dation was approved with a motion by Melissa French-Stephenson and a 2nd by Robin 
Bullington. 

 Part B of the annual congregation meeting will be postponed as all business items will 
be fulfilled at the Part A of the annual congregation meeting on August 28. This was 
approved with a motion by Maureen Folkerts and a 2nd by Renee Staul. 

 The updated Plan of Ministry was approved to recommend to the congregation for    
approval at the Part A annual congregation meeting on August 28. The recommendation 
was approved with a motion by Maureen Folkerts and a 2nd by Renee Staul.  

 The hourly employees of Mac Park School will get paid every other week. This was 
approved with a motion by Maureen Folkerts and a 2nd by Renee Staul. 

Discussions: 
 Pastor Ziese was given his yearly evaluation. Most aspects of his evaluation were outstanding. 
 Beth Borstad presented a final copy of the Time and Talent sheets 
 Renee Staul provided a written copy of the CICBA meeting minutes. Undie Sunday will 

be on July 31. God’s Work. Our Hands. will be on Sunday, September 11. Crop Walk 
will be on November 6. 

 A real estate committee may need to be established for the possibility of selling some 
buildings/property. 

 Our work with BoDen has been put on hold for now. The congregation will be advised 
of where we are in the building process and what our next step will be. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m. with a closing prayer from Suzette Price.  

Respectfully submitted, Robin Bullington, Congregation Council Secretary 

Congregation Council Meeting Minutes ~ July 19, 2016 
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(Continued from Page 4.)  
 Henry Sladek is the nominee for one of two positions on the Nomi-
nating Committee. His parents were charter members of MacArthur Park  
Lutheran Church, and he is an active member. Henry sings with the men’s 
choir group, ushers and volunteers to help Property Manager Kevin Ott 
with maintenance and upkeep of the church campus grounds. Henry is a 
supporter of the Men’s GRACE Retreat that is presented by a group of 
church lay men with spiritual direction provided by a designated clergy 

member. He works a t Nagel’s Gun Shop, and for fun, he likes to dance.  

 Ellen Bridges is the nominee for the position of secretary on the 
MacArthur Park Lutheran Church Congregation Council. She has been a 
member at Mac Park for about 34 years. Ellen says, “This is truly my 
church home.” She has two grown and married children and two grand-
daughters who are the light of her life. She is a nurse and works at the 
student health clinic at UTSA with a few years before retirement. After a 
hiatus from council secretarial duties, Ellen has agreed to serve again as 
secretary. “This is an challenging and also exciting time to serve on congregation coun-
cil!”  she added. 

  Carol Couffer is the nominee for one of two open positions on 
the Nominating Committee. She has been a member of Mac Park since 
1980. Carol started working part time at Mac Park the same time Debbie 
started and stayed until the year Pastor Ziese was hired. She still volun-
teers in the office, addresses the birthday and anniversary cards, does 
Meals on Wheels, is a money counter, and has been on the Altar Guild 
for a long time. Carol and Dale have three sons, ten grandchildren and 
three great grandchildren. She was born in Illinois and has been a Lutheran all my life. 

 Paul Halvorson has been nominated to fill one position on the 
Audit Committee. Paul has been a member at MPLC long enough that 
he doesn't know how many years. If you do not know Paul, he is the 
one that is not Dale Lockett, back in the computer and video room. 
Paul has worked with all of the MPLC staff in supporting the computer 
environment. "My main service to the church is in helping maintain a 
stable computing environment, but I have agreed to help in other areas, such as the audit 
committee". 
 Professionally, Paul works with computing infrastructure and operational support 
for a major mutual fund company. Paul has been married to Nancy for 25 years and says 
they should make it another 25 years because Nancy could never find comparable com-
puter support for her real estate work, for the same price. Many of you know Rachel 
Halvorson, their daughter, and Paul's other two children, Josh and Laura. 
 In his spare time, Paul likes to pose as a lawyer at church Lenten events and climb 
fake trees, while imitating Zacchaeus for stewardship campaigns. 
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(Continued from Page 3.)  
   Lastly, No. 13 refers to “the real need for communication and prayer” related to 
Mac Park’s present and future. “The prayer part is essential,” Ziese said describing it as 
an element of the scriptural understanding of the (church) mission.” 
 After various comments from those at the two-hour meeting including one that    
another source of income for a building project is loans, Ziese explained what he        
believed his involvement requires in a building program. “I really want to be responsi-
ble,” Ziese added, by leaving something that is useful in years to come for the church 
founded 56 years ago.  
 (Price, a long-time church member is a retired newspaper reporter and editor.)  

Help needed with Sunday Morning Fellowship 

 How many of you look forward to our time together on Sunday 
mornings? I love our gathering times and enjoy talking with my fellow 
Christians at Mac Park. Of course, this includes having a cup of coffee 
and a small treat! 
 For the past few years, Nancy and Paul Halvorson have been carrying the lion’s 
share of providing treats and hosting our fellowship events on Sundays. Please join me in 
thanking them for their service! Now, we are in need of additional volunteers to help out. 
 Mary Jane Blair has come up with a fabulous plan: if twelve people sign up to host a 
Sunday fellowship hour, that means each person would host one fellowship hour just 
once a quarter. With twenty or more volunteers, your turn may come just once or twice 
per year. As always, the saying “Many hands make light work” is true.    
 Another thing to keep in mind: people who do help out can choose to provide and 
cover the cost of the treats themselves, or they may opt to turn in receipts and be reim-
bursed.   
 If you are interested in serving the congregation in this way, please contact Beth 
Borstad by phone at 210-599-4331 (be sure to leave a message!), or by email at fredbor-
stad@hotmail.com. You can also leave your name with Debbie Kennedy in the church 
office: 210-824-7135.     

 
  Of the 159 potential pledging units at MacArthur Park Lutheran Church,  
  this is the age breakdown of those who actually pledged for the 2016-  
  2017 fiscal year beginning on Sept. 1.  

  20 – 49 years of age  =  13 pledging units 
  50 – 79 years of age  =  50 pledging units 
80 – 99 years of age  =  18 pledging units 

On the Mac Park website, there is a convenient “Donate Here” button. 

If you give electronically, in the pews there are cards stating such to put 
in the plate when the offering plates are passed. 

By: Suzette  
Price 

mailto:fredborstad@hotmail.com
mailto:fredborstad@hotmail.com
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Serenade from the school: 

The members and staff of 
Mac Park School came and 
serenaded the quilters and 
brought the quilters a Thank 
you!!!! They brought a 
beautiful plant and a Banana 
Crème Pie for us to share!!!! 

  
The pie did not last long!!!! 
 

And of course we had to 
have a party!!!!!!!!! The 
quilters use any excuse to 
have a party!!!!! 
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Stitches from the Quilters 

Quilter “Dude” of the 
Month: Bob Hunt (Part 
V) Bob went from inspec-
tor to Chief Supervisor.  
His responsibilities were to 
supervise other inspectors.  
Finally, he became Pro-
jects Manager where he 
oversaw multiple projects 
and inspectors. He retired 
in 1993. During his time 
with the Texas Highway 
Department he has worked 
on nearly every major road 
and highway in the San 
Antonio area. In the last 
five years of work with TX 
DOT, Bob was an instruc-
tor for all phases of high-
way construction. 
(Part VI in Sept)   
 
 
 

Spring Delivery: 
 

Above you can see Nelda 
and Harry Greer, Mike and 
Rosy Giglio and Pat Rich-
mond with the delivery on 
June 11, 2016. In these 
bundles we have 114   
Therapy dolls, 740 sticker 
packages, 420 dino book-
marks, 65 toy animals and 
108 card games!!!!! For the 
Greer’s to deliver to the 
Methodist Children’s Hos-
pital!! 

Where’s Mary???? Oh, I 
know…She’s finishing 
“Bernice Raney’s Double 
Wedding Ring Quilt”. We 
will show it in the next   
issue. 
 
            Yours in Christ, 
            Mary Alice Rupard 
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August 5, 2016:  6:15 – Juniors 
  7:30 – “Show and Tell” – Bring something  
              interesting to share!! 
 
August 6, 2016:   9 a.m. – Boursette – Small bourse – Bldg #6 
 
August 12, 2016:  7:00 – Auction – Great bargains!!!!! 
 
August 19, 2016:  6:15 – Juniors 
  7:30 – Program – See notes 
 
August 26, 2016:  7:30 – Bourse – Philatelic Flea Market get great bargains, Buy,  
         sell, and trade. 
 

Program Notes ~ August 19, 2016 
“Tann Touva Stamps” by Brother Loch 

Brother Loch tells me that he was not able to prepare his notes because he was in jail
----What????  He further explained that he spends his Saturday mornings counseling in 
the jail, his afternoons shopping at the grocery store and cooking for the brothers in the 
evening!!!!!  (He had me worried there for a while!!!) 

He plans to share with us some of his newly acquired stamps and some others of his 
favorites. Brother Loch always has an informative and interesting program. (He also 
promised to bring one of his “specialties” to the picnic). O.K., Brother Loch, you prom-
ised us!!! 

               Yours in Philately, Patricia Richmond  

 
Our Christian sympathy to Tina Brown and family on the    
recent death of her mother, Shirley Wagner.  

Congratulations to Jill Trevino and Frank Piazzi on their 
June 4th marriage in Marathon, TX! 

Congratulations to Cameron Polk and Catherine Garza on 
their June 12th marriage! 



RECORD OF ATTENDANCE 

Service July 3 
 

July 10 July 17 July 24 TOTAL 

9:30am 120 113 100 150 483 

Offering $4,673.65 $4,265.00 $2,939.00 $3,280.00 $15,157.65 

Sunday  
School 

38 open forum 58 19 115 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please pray for the following:  
     Dale Beaver, Jr.; Fred Beaver; John 
Cornelius (Renee Staul’s grandfather); 
Evelyn Garza; Annice Guenther; Doro-
thy Imig; Dewey Johnson; Ryan Nunn; 
James Peters; Carlo Reyes; David Van-
Lydegraf; and Carrie (Rhea Clouse’s 
friend/personal concerns). 

Those undergoing chemo and/or    
radiation treatments: Barbara Bow-
den; Collin Cash; Rob Milliman, Jr.; 
Montsho; and Virgil Peterson. 

 
Directory Update 

Jill [& Frank] (Trevino) Piazzi 
15111 Spring Water Circle (78247) 

Cameron [& Catherine] Polk 
24245 Wilderness Oak #3001 (78258) 

Evelyn Hicks 
7227 Salado Springs #804 (78216) 

Jan Kelley 
PO Box 375 
El Prado, NM 87529 

PASTORAL ACTS 
5/21/16: Graveside burial for Miriam 
Barney  

6/19/16: Holy Baptism of Leila Ann 
Garza  

7/10/16: Holy Baptism of Boyd Jack-
son Amerson 

7/10/16 New Members Received 

Jack & Cindy Amerson by affir-
mation of faith 

Elizabeth Amerson by affirmation 
of baptism  

 

Welcome Our New Members 

 AMERSON, JACK & CINDY 
       ELIZABETH & son Boyd  
       20445 Wild Springs (78258) 
        home phone: 592-6404 
 Jack’s email:  ajamers@gmail.com 
 Cindy’s email:  amersc@gmail.com  

 Elizabeth’s email: amerse@gmail.com 



Welcome to MacArthur Park Lutheran Church and School 
† MacArthur Park invites you for Sunday worship. † 

  AUGUST 7: one worship service with Holy Communion at 9:30 am, 

  followed by refreshments and Christian Education opportunities   

Our Regular Worship Schedule Resumes August 14  

8:30 ~ 9:30 am    1st Service  with Holy Communion 
10:45 ~ 11:45 am  2nd Service with Holy Communion 

Lutheran Hispano-Latino Spanish services at 9:30 am with Holy Communion 
every Sunday in our chapel. All Spanish speaking (first or second language) 

welcome to share the joy of the Spirit. 
Website: www.pilhlsa.com/home  

  
† Christian Education opportunities for ages 2 – adult at 9:45 a.m. † 

† Our School has a Christian environment for students ages 18 months–1st Grade † 

2903 Nacogdoches Rd. 

San Antonio, TX  78217 

church: (210) 824-7135 

fax: (210) 826-5146 

school (210) 822-5374 

Website: macparkelca.org 

Email: 

macparklutheran@satx.rr.com 

-or- officemacpark@satx.rr.com 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America 

www.elca.org  

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church 
2903 Nacogdoches Road 

San Antonio, TX 78217-4595 

 Deadline for Sept. 
2016 newsletter is:  
Mon., Aug. 22, 2016 

2015 — 2016 Congregation Council 

Suzette Price, President 

Melissa French Stephenson, Vice President 

Robin Bullington, Secretary 

Maureen Folkerts, Treasurer 

Renee Staul, Sending Chair 

Abel Flores, Support Chair 

Beth Borstad, Inviting Chair 

Bill Sweda, Equipping Chair 

Like us on Facebook 

We’re on the web! 

www.macparkelca.org 

Church & School Staff 

Senior Pastor: Paul Ziese Home:  (210) 826-3071 

Associate Pastor: Heather Hansen Cell:  (210) 317-8509 

School Director: Carla Lockett  Home:  (210) 824-2322 

Music Director: Leigh Anne Seitter Home:  (210) 497-7113 

Choir Director: Carla Lockett Home:  (210) 824-2322 

Youth Choir Director: Melissa French-Stephenson Cell:  (210) 316-9404 

Property Manager: Kevin Ott  Cell:  (210) 885-8959 

Care Coordinator: Betty Pomykal Home:  (210) 822-7055 

Sextant: Jean Schriever Cell:  (210) 860-1688 

Assistant Sextant: Sara Milam Cell:  (210) 355-8100 

Administrative Asst.: Debbie Kennedy Cell:  (210) 325-8817 

http://www.pilhlsa.com/home
macparkelca.org
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Mac-Arthur-Park-Lutheran-Church/152809651532806?fref=ts
http://www.macparkelca.org

