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Dear Friend of MacArthur 

Park Lutheran Church and 

School, 

      In addition to deciding 

how this congregation will 

respond to the Supreme 

Court decision about same 

gender marriages, the con-

gregation council has   

another issue to decide: 

will guns be allowed in 

the sanctuary? 

      The last Texas Legis-

lature passed a law which 

makes it necessary for 

houses of worship and 

other institutions to decide 

whether to permit guns 

and where. Robin Bulling-

ton from the council is 

investigating the issue for 

us and council will need 

to take action in Decem-

ber to meet the January 1 

deadline to post appropri-

ated signs at the public 

entrances to all worship 

spaces.  

      For us this means the 

sanctuary and education 

building where San Pablo 

worships weekly. I plan to 

be in conversation with 

Pastor Velazquez regarding 

the desires of that worship-

ing community. 

      As I understand the law, 

congregations have three 

options: ban all weapons, 

allow for concealed weap-

ons, or allow for open carry 

weapons. 

      I hope we will ban all 

weapons. Nearly all church-

es have never had problems 

under the current system 

and I see no reason to 

change. If churches start 

having problems, we can 

reconsider at that point.  

With so much anxiety and 

anger in our country and 

world these days, I see no 

reason to escalate situations 

by introducing firearms into 

places of worship. 

      I have some real prob-

lems with the current “God 

and Guns” movement among 

some religious groups.  I find 

no justification for Christians 

to be armed at church.  When 

a disciple pulled out a sword 

in the Garden of Gethsemane 

and sliced off someone’s ear, 

Jesus made it clear to put the 

sword away. One of the 

reasons some thought Jesus 

a failure was his refusal to 

use force to become king.  

Jesus was an advocate of 

non-violence and we are 

also to work for peace. 

      If you have opinions 

on this matter, please 

speak to a member of 

council before December 

15. 

      May God bless you 

and your loved ones dur-

ing this Advent and 

Christmas time of year. 

 

Peace, 
Pastor Paul  
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     Happy Holidays!  December has come and the preschool is 

full of excitement. We look forward to Christmas, but we start 

with our Advent celebration in anticipation of Christmas. Blue is 

the color of Advent and blue is a color of hope. Our stories in 

chapel and the theme for this season is “hope”. The building    

excitement helps us understand the theme of Advent—hoping and 

waiting.   

     December brings one of our longest traditions, that of our    annual Christmas pag-

eant. The children work hard to learn songs and where to stand, but in the end the main 

goal is that the story is in their hearts forever. In chapel we memorize bible verses and 

tell the children that God’s words will always be with them, no one can take that away. 

Our bible verse for December is “for unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given “. 

Our prayer is that everyone can keep that in the front of their hearts and minds as they 

move through the Advent and Christmas season.   

     As mentioned the annual Christmas pageant is set for December 15 at 9:00 a.m. All 

are welcome. Santa will be making an appearance at the school on December 18 and 

our holidays are December 21- January 1.   

     Merry Christmas to everyone, we pray you have a blessed season. 

                                                                              Carla Lockett & MPLS staff 

MacArthur Park Lutheran School 

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church Pastor Paul Ziese and member Lisa 

Hooter have been trained as volunteer deputy registrars for Bexar County. 

They will accept voter registrations and personally transport them to the 

Bexar County voter registrar. 

Mac Park member Abel Flores passed out pink bubble gum cigars to the 

Congregation Council members at the Nov. 17 meeting. He did that to          

announce the birth of his twin granddaughters Mi Kayla and Audrey Gonzales. 

His action caused Mac Park member Suzette Price to recount to the council the story of 

how her father, a flight surgeon, packed a box of cigars before he went overseas during 

World War II. He passed them out when he learned of the birth of his daughter on D-Day 

Minus One-Iwo Jima. 

The quilters sent a delivery to the Methodist Children’s Hospital: It had 150 quilted 

stockings, 100 therapy dolls, 65 stuffed animals, 550 sticker packages, 158 hand-made 

card games and 350 bookmarks. 

By: Suzette  
Price 
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 Schwanenberg Scholarship Fund Temple Talk ~ by Pastor Heather Hansen 

It is not unusual for a seminary student to leave school with a debt of up to $70,000-

80,000.  Those entering just after undergraduate school are often beginning their   
graduate programs with debt which, combined with rising costs of seminary graduate    
programs, often leads to these large amounts.  However, in even a case like myself, 

multiplying the cost of tuition times the number of hours it takes to earn a degree, the 

cost of tuition alone is $45,000. This does not include any fees, books, or other         
expenses. 

Further, when you combine this debt with the fact that pastors are not really at the top 

of the pay scale, and increasing numbers of congregations who can only afford part 

time pastors or the minimum for a full time salary, the debt load becomes enormous. 

This is why the Schwanenberg Scholarship fund here at MacArthur Park has been such 

a great gift to the students it has supported, as well as the church as a whole.  Gradu-

ates who leave seminary with little or no debt have a great advantage in making ends 

meet in their first call, as well as giving them opportunities to take calls in congrega-

tions that may not be able to pay high salaries. 

I am incredibly grateful to MacArthur Park for the school funding you have provided 

me and consequently my family, as I have earned two Masters degrees at Luther Semi-

nary.  Mac Park’s commitment to growing leaders is certainly supported by this      
congregation’s attitude towards outreach and partnering, but also in its financial    
commitment.  Mac Park literally puts its money where its mouth is.  This is a great gift 

to the church as a whole, and again, has been a great gift to me…allowing me to    
complete a degree I may not have otherwise, and take a part time call in a wonderful 

place, that simply cannot afford a second full time pastor. 

On December 6, there will be a brunch in between services to help begin the process 

of building back up the Schwanenberg Scholarship fund, so as this congregation grows 

and nurtures more leaders, we might support future seminary students financially as 

well.  The brunch is a free will offering meal, and all proceeds will benefit the fund.  

However, if you are so inclined, a larger gift or donation towards the scholarship fund 

would also be welcome! 

As we near the year’s end, please consider making a gift to this very worthy cause, and 

in any case, join us for brunch on December 6 to celebrate the leaders this congrega-

tion has already supported! 
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      The women’s group 

met on Thurs., Nov. 12th 

at The Waterford at Thou-

sand Oaks where we host-

ed bingo for the Waterford 

residents and furnished 

punch and cookies. There were 9 women 

from MacArthur Park and about 30 resi-

dents from Waterford in attendance. A 

fun time was had by all!   

      The December meeting will be on 

Thurs., Dec. 10th at 6:30 pm in the    

Fireside room. We will have a short   

devotion before our traditional Taco   

Salad dinner followed by dessert.  If you 

wish to participate in the white        

elephant gift exchange, please bring a 

wrapped gift (limit $10). And if you 

would like to take part in the cookie 

exchange, bring 6 bags with a ½ dozen 

cookies per bag. Please join us for a 

wonderful evening of food and fellow-

ship! All women are welcome and in-

vited. 

Women’s Group 

           Thursday, December 24th 
                      Christmas Eve 

        4:30 pm Service with Holy Communion ~ Choirs 

        6:30 pm Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 
 
                Friday, December 25th, Christmas Day            
                10:00 am Service with Holy Communion 
 
Sunday, December 27th, First Sunday of Christmas  
           10:00 am Lessons & Carols Service ~ 
                   no Holy Communion ~ only one  
                   service this day 
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In Attendance:  Suzette Price,  Maureen Folkerts,  Melissa French-Stephenson, Robin 

Bullington, Pastor Hansen, Beth Borstad, Pastor Ziese, Renee Staul , Roger Buchhorn, Abel 

Flores 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm with an opening prayer from Suzette Price and a 

video study and discussion. The group reaffirmed its commitment to the purpose statement 

and guiding principles.   

Actions: 

 Minutes of the October 20, 2015 Congregational Council meetings were approved as 

printed. 

 A written financial report was received from Treasurer Maureen Folkerts. October was 

behind by $6079.58 for the month and by $11,034.68 for the year. MPLC School was 

ahead by $9082.63 for the month and $21,221.84 for the year. 

 Holy Baptism of Zachary Hinton Steen was performed by Pastor Hansen. 

 Council approved the proposal from Pro-Roofing for the roof repairs. They will be paid 

in three installments – one-third down payment, one-third payment halfway through the 

work and the balance due upon completion of work.  This was approved with a motion 

by Abel Flores and a second by Melissa French-Stephenson. 

 Roger Buchhorn submitted his resignation as Equipping Chair. His resignation was   

accepted and approved with a motion by Robin Bullington and a second by Melissa 

French-Stephenson. The council would like to thank Roger for his time and service. 

 Pastor Ziese made a motion that MacPark take part in a new venture in Ministry as a 

micro-lender. This was approved with a second by Beth Borstad. CICBA will implement. 

Discussions: 

 Sending Team Chair Renee Staul provided a written report. CICBA and MPLC uncov-

ered an accounting error with the SA Food Bank resulting in $795 of unused funds in 

the Oak Grove account. With other money raised the future of the program is very    

sustainable. 

 Inviting Team Chair Beth Borstad provided a written report. Inactives committee meets 

monthly and reaches out to those not seen in church for some weeks. The annual Stew-

ardship drive will be around Easter next year. 

 The revisions to the Wedding Guidelines were reviewed. A revised copy and an original 

copy will be emailed out to the congregation for their review. Hard copies will also be 

available at the back of the sanctuary. Council will vote on the revisions at their next 

council meeting on December 15th. Anyone is welcome to attend. 

 Council discussed a gun policy. Robin Bullington will research the conceal/carry gun laws. 

  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. with a closing prayer from Pastor Ziese. 

Respectfully submitted, Robin Bullington, Congregation Council Secretary 

Congregation Council Meeting Minutes ~ November 17, 2015 
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 There will be a student recital before each of our Christmas Eve services.  

If you have a child who would like to participate, please contact Leigh Anne 

Seitter for more information.  

 Are you are interested in purchasing a poinsettia to help decorate the       

sanctuary for Christmas? If so, please see the sign-up sheet in the back of the 

church and follow the instructions. If you are unable to be in church, simply call 

the church office to see if there are any still available. We ordered a total of 30 

plants this year and the cost is $10 per plant. Thank you! 

 Good Gifts Fair ~ On Sunday, December 6, we will again have a Good Gifts 

Fair. This is an opportunity to give the gift of support to worthwhile projects 

that benefit those in need around the world. We will have cardboard ornaments 

that you can give to others telling them of the contribution you made in their 

name. The Good Gifts Fair offers an alternative to traditional gift giving. Hollye 

Schwartz will be here with wares from All's Fair World Market. You can learn 

more about the Good Gifts Fair at ELCA.org/hunger. 

 The San Pablo congregation has tickets available for a fundraiser. Donation 

tickets are $5 each for a 7” Journey Tablet. Drawing will be Sat., Dec 12. See 

anyone in their congregation to buy a ticket. 

 The 111th Annual German Christmas Candlelight Celebration — Die 

deutsch Weihnachtsfeir will be held at 5:30 pm on Sunday, December 13 in the 

Margaret B. Parker Chapel at Trinity University, 715 Stadium Drive (1 Trinity 

Plaza).  

 Taking Faith Home bulletin insert: Beginning in December we plan to send 

this as an attachment to the Thursday “Happenings” email each week. Some 

copies will also be available on the table in the back of the sanctuary. 

The revised wedding guidelines for MacArthur Park Lutheran Church have been 

emailed to the congregation along with the previous wedding guidelines.  Copies of 

both are also available at the back of the church.  The Congregation Council will be 

voting on the revised guidelines at its meeting on Dec. 15 at 7 p.m. in the Fireside 

Room.  The revised guidelines replace the words referring to man and woman with 

gender-neutral terms.  As always, all are welcome to attend the meeting. 

News Around Mac Park 
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 Audit Committee Report:  On October 28, 2015, the Audit Committee  

reviewed the books of the church and school for 9/1/14—8/31/15 and found 

them in good order.   

  ~Audit Committee members: Bill Sweda, Mark Hansen and  

    Eileen Martinka. 

SCHWANENBERG SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER:  Brunch will 

be served between church services beginning at 9:30 am 

in the Fireside Room on Sunday, Dec. 6. Chef Gordon 

Crane will be manning  the omelet station preparing 

omelets to order.   

 Hash browns, biscuits, sweet rolls, fruit and bever-

ages will also be served. A free will offering will be  

taken to support the Schwanenberg Scholarship Fund 

that provides tuition to Mac-Arthur Park Lutheran 

Church members who attend seminary. Checks should 

be made to MacArthur Park Lutheran Church.   

 Pastor Heather Hansen, as well as, Pastor Zach 

Sturm, Pastor Neil White, Pastor Rachel Ziese Hacker, 

Pastor Tracey Breashears Schultz, and Virgil Peterson 

have been  recipients of tuition help from Mac Park. 

Please attend the brunch, enjoy the fellowship and 

contribute generously to the Schwanenberg Scholar-

ship Fund! 
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Methodist Children’s Hos-

pital Delivery: 

   Here we see Nelda Greer, 

Dr. Harry Greer, Maritza 

Guzman, Mary Rupard and 

Patricia Richmond. The 

quilters are giving the items 

to go to the Hospital to Dr. 

and Mrs. Harry Greer for 

their second delivery for 

the year. The quilters sent: 

150 quilted stockings, 100 

therapy dolls, 65 stuffed 

animals, 550 sticker pack-

ages, 158 handmade card 

games and 350 bookmarks.  

As you can see, the load 

covers two cafeteria tables 

and almost covers the faces 

of the quilters. This is truly 

an accomplishment for the 

quilters. 

   Keep up the good work 

folks!!!                            

 

 

 

PAGE  9  
V OLUME  1 ,  I SSUE  1  

MESSENGER  

 
Stitches from the Quilters 

  
Quilter of the Month, 

Dorothy Spencer: Dorothy 

has been very active in Mac 

Park through the years. She 

started the Altar Guild, was 

a charter member of the 

Quilters’ Guild when it be-

gan in Everlyn Teague’s 

home in the 1970s, she at-

tends the Bible Study on 

Tuesdays in the Senior 

Center and is in charge of 

the Meals on Wheels pro-

gram that is distributed 

from Mac Park. (Whew!  I 

need to take a break—I’m 

tired just typing this infor-

mation!) She is a member 

of Delta Kappa Gamma, an 

international teachers’ or-

ganization with its head-

quarters in Texas.  

(Part X in January) 

Making Games: Here we 

see Rosy Giglio. We 

caught her when she was 

not looking and she is busy 

making the handmade 

games that we send to the 

children at the Methodist 

Children’s Hospital. Keep 

up the good work, Rosy. 
 

“Lady Lorraine Quilt”: 

Tickets for this quilt will 

be available after church on 

December 13, with Kay 

Elsasser.  Be sure you get 

your chance!!!!! 

 Yours in Christ,  

 Mary Alice Rupard 
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December 4, 2015 

 7:30 – BLUE CHIP AUCTION 
 
December 5, 2015 

 9:30 a.m. – Saturday Morning Boursette – Get good Bargains!!!! 
 
December 11, 2015 

 6:00 – CHRISTMAS PARTY – and election of officers – FIRESIDE ROOM!!!!      
 
December 18, 2015  

 7:30 – Bourse – Buy, Sell, Trade!!!!! 
 
December 25, 2015 – 

 NO MEETING – CHRISTMAS DAY AND NEW YEAR’S DAY 

               

Dear members and 
friends of Mac Park, 

  We thank you for 
your meaningful cards 
and many acts of kindness, not only at this special 
time of year, but all year long.  We are so blessed   
to serve in a congregation of such thoughtful and  
caring members.  

May God fill your life with love, joy and peace 
this Advent and Christmas Season and throughout 
the New Year. 

 
  Mac Park Church and School Staff 



RECORD OF ATTENDANCE 

Service Nov 1 
 

Nov 8 Nov 15 Nov 22 TOTAL 

8:30am 92 65 60 57 274 

10:45am 82 72 79 68 301 

Offering $6,554.43 $6,026.00 $2,839.00 $2,724.00 $18,143.43 

Sunday  
School 

31 34 29 39 133 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please pray for the following: 
 Dale Beaver, Jr., Fred Beaver, 

Beverly Frank, Evelyn Garza, Bob & 

Jan Hunt’s granddaughter Samantha,      

Dorothy Imig, Dewey Johnson,   

Linda Kavanagh, Bonnie McKisson, 

Ryan Nunn, James Peters, Jonathan 

Petrutsas, Margaret Tagamen 

(Roslyn Lamborn’s sister/colon   

cancer), Cynthia Rigoni (Dorothy 

Kaiser’s sister/non-Hodgkins Lym-

phoma stage 4), David VanLydegraf, 

Dorothy Vemmer (Merl Krueger’s 

sister/cancer), and Johanna Vlasak 

(surgery & recovery). 

 Those undergoing chemo and/or 

radiation treatments: Barbara 

Bowden, Collin Cash, Bev Frank, 

Deborah McHorse, Rob Milliman, 

Jr., and Montsho. 

Our Christian sympathy to 

Dale and Carol Couffer on 

the death of his brother Albert 

Couffer; and to Tony and 

Sherill Whieman on the death 

of his cousin “Rocky” McClanahan. 

 

 

 

 



Welcome to MacArthur Park Lutheran Church and School 
† MacArthur Park invites you for Sunday worship. † 

Our Worship Schedule  
 

8:30 ~ 9:30 am    1st Service  with Holy Communion 

10:45 ~ 11:45 am  2nd Service with Holy Communion 

Lutheran Hispano-Latino Spanish services at 9:30 am with Holy Communion 

every Sunday in our chapel. All Spanish speaking (first or second language) 

welcome to share the joy of the Spirit. 

Website: www.pilhlsa.com/home  
 

† Christian Education opportunities for ages 2 – adult at 9:45 a.m. † 

† Our School has a Christian environment for students ages 18 months–1st Grade † 

2903 Nacogdoches Rd. 

San Antonio, TX  78217 

church: (210) 824-7135 

fax: (210) 826-5146 

school (210) 822-5374 

Website: macparkelca.org 

Email: 

macparklutheran@satx.rr.com 

-or- officemacpark@satx.rr.com 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America 

www.elca.org  

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church 

2903 Nacogdoches Road 

San Antonio, TX 78217-4595 

Deadline for Jan. 
2016 newsletter is:  

Thurs., Dec. 17, 2015 

2015 — 2016 Congregation Council 

Suzette Price, President 

Melissa French Stephenson, Vice President 

Robin Bullington, Secretary 

Maureen Folkerts, Treasurer 

Renee Staul, Sending Chair 

Abel Flores, Support Chair 

Beth Borstad, Inviting Chair 

Like us on Facebook 

We’re on the web! 

www.macparkelca.org 

Church & School Staff 

Senior Pastor: Paul Ziese Home:  (210) 826-3071 

Associate Pastor: Heather Hansen Cell:  (210) 317-8509 

School Director: Carla Lockett  Home:  (210) 824-2322 

Music Director: Leigh Anne Seitter Home:  (210) 497-7113 

Choir Director: Carla Lockett Home:  (210) 824-2322 

Youth Choir Director: Melissa French-Stephenson Cell:  (210) 316-9404 

Property Manager: Kevin Ott  Cell:  (210) 885-8959 

Care Coordinator: Betty Pomykal Home:  (210) 822-7055 

Sextant: Jean Schriever Cell:  (210) 860-1688 

Administrative Asst.: Debbie Kennedy Home:  (210) 564-0430 

http://www.pilhlsa.com/home
macparkelca.org
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Mac-Arthur-Park-Lutheran-Church/152809651532806?fref=ts
http://www.macparkelca.org

