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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

  On January 13, Mac-
Arthur Park Lutheran was 
blessed to welcome Pastor 
Sarah Roemer as our inter-
im/transitional pastor dur-
ing this time of vision and 
leadership discernment for 
our congregation.  This is 
GREAT news and the first 
step forward in the process 
of calling a new pastor and 
setting a ministry direction 
for our congregation as we 
look towards what we can 
financially afford and how 
we can reasonably set 
goals for the future! 
 Pastor Sarah brings 
many gifts with her, includ-
ing years of interim and 
redevelopment/missional 
work as a pastor.  She has 
some great insight as a per-
son coming into the con-
gregation at this time and 
we are looking forward to 
what she can share with us 
and teach us here.  Pastor 
Sarah has also worked in 
our congregation when 
Pastor Ziese was out on 
sabbatical in the past. So 
while we are a whole dif-
ferent congregation in 
many ways since her last 
time with us, she also 
“knows” us a little bit.  She 

is familiar with our church 
and has already jumped right 
in with worship and pastoral 
care! 
 Next steps: Last week-
end, the council also met for 
a three hour visioning part 
one retreat.  We spent the 
morning thinking about how 
we see God in the daily 
things, in our property, and 
in our strengths, weakness, 
opportunities and threats. 
We also brainstormed a first 
thoughts list of “what if’s” 
for our congregation. 
 The next steps will be 
to repeat this brainstorming 
process with the staff and 
then with the congrega-
tion.  The staff session is set 
for February 5 and we will 
be setting a congregational 
retreat date soon. As you 
await this time together, you 
might spend a few minutes 
on a Sunday or two walking 
the property, looking at our 
spaces and resources more 
intentionally with “new” 
eyes, and creatively thinking 
to yourself, ”What if we 
could….?” 
 Much research has been 
done by secular and religious 
groups in the last ten years to 
help congregations and faith 

groups move into the fu-
ture with what “church” 
could look like, and how 
we might reach the young 
and generations to come, as 
well as our neighbors who 
do not attend church regu-
larly.  This will require us 
to set aside some of our 
own notions about what 
makes church great and 
think like we’ve never 
thought before. It will be 
HARD work to change, 
and yet find ways to nur-
ture those of us who are  
“still here” in the church 
regularly in ways that we 
appreciate too. 
 Let me offer two 
things that may assist us 
(Continued on Page 4.) 
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 Spring is a fun time at 
MacArthur Park Lutheran 
School.  We host several 
celebrations and start en-
rollment for the 2019-2020 
school year.  In February 
we will host our second 
annual clothing sale.  The 
sale will be held on Friday 
2/15 from 4:00-6:00 pm 
and Saturday 2/16 from 
8:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Do-
nations are greatly appreci-
ated and can include cloth-
ing, shoes, accessories, and 
jewelry.  Please no under-
wear, torn, stained or worn 
out clothing.  This will be 
our second largest fund-
raiser, so we are hoping for 
a successful sale.  Sharing 
the sale information will 
help spread the word.   
 March brings us sev-
eral things.  Open registra-
tion will start for the 2019-
2020 school year.  Luther-
an Schools week will be 
celebrated the first week in 
March.  We will begin our 
celebration with a service 
on 3/3 followed by a recep-
tion/open house in all the 
classrooms.  Thursday, 3/7 
will be our spring concert.  
This year we will be col-
lecting money to “make a 
change”. The project we 
are collecting for is a     

MacArthur Park Lutheran School 

 

mobile food pantry.  The San 
Antonio Food Bank will 
bring their mobile pantry to 
this neighborhood. MPLS 
would like to raise the money 
to cover the cost of the pan-
try.  All donations are appre-
ciated and will make a 
change for those who need 
food assistance in the 78217-
zip code. 
 April brings our annual 
Fiesta on April 25.  This an-
nual event is the highlight of 
our year!  We have a parade 
and “mini-NIOSA”.  Every-
one is welcome, details and 
tickets will be available as 
the date draws closer.  
Watch the bulletin and 
weekly happenings for event 
information.   
 One more exciting event 
is planned for the spring.  We 
are going to host the first  
ever Alumni Event.  Anyone 
who attended or worked at 
MPLS in its 50+ years is in-
vited to attend.  Information 
about the date, time and de-
tails will be announced as 
soon as all the specifics are 
set.  We would love to have a 
big crowd.  Please share the 
word about the event to any-
one who has been part of our 
school.   
 Everyone’s help is need-
ed to spread the word about 

our school.  We serve stu-
dents ages 18 months 
through first grade.  Care 
starts at 6:30 in the morn-
ing and we close at 6:00 
pm.  A personal recom-
mendation means a great 
deal to a parent searching 
for a great school.  Please 
take the time to tell some-
one about us!   
 We look forward to a 
great spring and hope to 
see you at our up-coming 
events.   

Carla Lockett, 

MPLS Director 

 

Viva Fiesta!! 
Thurs., April 25 
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 In attendance: Courtney Grove, Melissa French Stephenson, Ellen Bridges, Jeanette 
Pierce, Carl Ortmann, James Vlasak, Virginia Stowell, Sheryl Bierstedt, Hannah Han-
sen, Pastor Heather Hansen and Pastor Sarah Roemer.  Maureen Folkerts attended via 
phone.                   
 The meeting was called to order at 7:14 PM.  The group reaffirmed our commit-
ment to the Purpose Statement and Guiding Principles.   
 The December 17, 2018 minutes were approved as printed.   
 Written Mission Team Reports were received: from James (Property Chair), and 
Pastor Heather noted that the concern with the church mailboxes has been addressed 
with St. Damiana; Jeanette (Sending Chair) notes that MPLS plans to offer a Mobile 
Food Pantry on March 2, 2019 in observance of Lutheran Schools Week, and September 
7, 2019 is a possible date for Gods Work Our Hands; Carl (Equipping Chair); Sheryl 
(Inviting Chair) reports “Bearing Fruits for Jesus…with JOY” will be the Stewardship 
theme again for 2019.  With regard to the Mission Endowment Program, all MPLC 
Constitutional changes will be sent to and reviewed by Pastor Ray Tiemann to ensure 
consistency with ELCA guidelines; Virginia (School Mission Team) noted that MPLS 
follows NEISD school calendar. MPLS requests approval of a $5 raise in tuition across 
the board for the 2019-2020 school year.  Registration and extended day will remain the 
same.  Tuition increase was approved with a motion by Melissa and second by Sheryl; 
and Hannah (Youth Rep) reported the youth will have a “lock in” February 23 at the 
church.    
 There were no Pastoral Acts. 
 Pastor Heather reported that she is excited to have Pastor Sarah at MPLC working 
along side, and that they are planning for the Lenten season.  She will be meeting with 
the Sponsoring Committee.  And she has met with the Quilters to discuss guidelines:  
quilts may only be displayed for three months, the request will need to pass through 
Council, and Carla Lockett must be informed.  The Quilters will be held accountable 
and will fall under the Equipping Chair for supervision.   
 Pastor Sarah reported that she will be in the church office on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, and Pastor Heather will be in the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  
She will preach twice a month. 
 The December 2019 financial report was received.  MPLC had a net deficit, year to 
date of $2,144.19. MPLS information was not available at the time of the Council meet-
ing.  The Capital Campaign total as of December 31, 2018 is $45,140.03.  Treasurer 
Maureen noted that no monies were moved from any fund to pay bills for December.  
She provided a written report on the transition of financial book-keeping duties.  The 
church office received a letter regarding a gift from Virgil Peterson in the amount of 
$1,250.00.  Maureen reports that this donation should be placed in the General Fund  
according to policy.  (Continued on Page 4.) 
 

Congregation Council Meeting Minutes ~ January 15, 2019 
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(Continued from Page 3.) There were no updates on the Clyde Lorenz fund.  Information 
is still being gathered. 
 Cynthia Lopez, San Pablo Council President, reported that Pastor Nelson Velas-
quez retired last week, effective the end of January.  Pastor Spindt is actively looking 
for a Pastor for the Congregation.  The congregation will have their annual meeting this 
month.  They want to form a youth group or join with MPLC’s youth.  They have 
preachers lined up for the next two Sundays.  They have church leaders who can step in 
but will need a Pastor for Communion.   
 A staff retreat/brainstorming session (similar to the recent Council retreat) is 
planned for February 5.  The follow up Council retreat is scheduled for February 24 
from 11:00 – 2:00. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.   

Respectfully submitted, Ellen Bridges, Congregation Council Secretary 

(Continued from Page 1.) when times get tough and we feel like we are having to let go of 
very important things/grieve the church of the past to make room for the church of the   
future: 
 1) God is always faithful and will always be present with us in whatever form we 
gather as the church. 
 2) As we age, I believe we each desire our younger generations to know and experi-
ence the love and grace that we have always known and experienced.  To this end, we have 
a common goal and can, with God’s help, create ministry opportunities that reach a num-
ber of people we have yet to connect with at this time, while lovingly supporting each   
other in change. 
 I thank you for your continued support and participation in the community of Mac 
Park.  You are each valued and beloved here and I’m excited about the possibilities we 
have of experiencing the amazing work God is doing though us with each of you! 

            Pastor Heather 

BEGINNING ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6 

THROUGH APRIL 10 

“Hungering for God & Neighbor” 

  12:15 pm Worship service in the Fireside Room     

                 ~ bring your own bag lunch 

   6:15 pm Worship service in the Fireside Room 

                                   ~ light meal will be served 



Messenger  Page 5  

 
Dear Friend of MacArthur Park Lutheran Church and School, 

 Thank you for the many cards, gifts, and well wishes I have 
received since “retiring” from MacArthur Park Lutheran Church 
and School.  I want to thank especially all those who helped with 
my farewell brunch and arranged to have community leaders speak 
at the farewell.  I am enjoying using the study Bible signed by MacArthur Park people 
and am looking at the remembrance book prepared by Suzette Price.  I have fond mem-
ories of my 22 years at MacArthur Park and wish all of you God’s richest blessings in 
the future.  I encourage you to look to Pastors Heather Hansen and Sarah Roemer for 
your pastoral needs as I am no longer available.  
 As you may know, Bishop Briner appointed me to chair the Southwestern Texas 
Synod Immigration and Refugees Task Force the day after I left MacArthur Park.  At 
the installation of Bishop Briner, Bishop Eaton said our synod would be the focus of our 
denomination’s work on immigration and our synod council acted to get more involved 
immediately.  The synod also had me go immediately to First Lutheran Church in Edin-
burg near the Mexican border to be a transitional pastor. 
 I had no idea a few months ago I would now be at ground zero for perhaps the   
biggest moral/political controversy of our time.  I am meeting regularly with various 
officials here about everything involving immigration, refugees, and the proposed bor-
der wall and am asking how the ELCA and other churches can be more involved in a 
helpful way.  My next chance to discuss my work along the border will be early next 
month in Victoria.  I also continue working on projects in San Antonio and Austin. 
 You remain in my prayers. Thank you again for the memories. 

Peace, 
Paul Ziese, Former Pastor 

News Around Mac Park and Our Community 

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church member Nicole Halder   
volunteers with the Marine Mammal Rescue and Research 
team.  The website states, “We are dedicated to rescuing 
stranded marine mammals on a 700 miles stretch of coastline 
on Cape Cod and southeastern MA -— a global mass stranding 
hot spot.” 

Playing water volleyball is the pastime of another Mac Park member, Lou Anne 
Blankenship. 

Pastor Sarah Roemer, the newly introduced transitional pastor for MacArthur Park  
Lutheran Church, is not completely new to this congregation. In 2006, the then    
Deaconess Sarah Roemer served Mac Park for three months during Pastor Paul 
Ziese’s second sabbatical.  
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Mac Park Women’s Group to host Alamo/Cibolo Conference 

Spring plans include learning, service 
 Plans for the next three months for the Mac Park women’s group 
include hosting the Alamo/Cibolo Women’s Conference, learning 
about real estate issues for the aging persons and providing service to 
the world and the community. 
 On Feb. 14, the women’s group will travel to The Waterford to host a Valentine’s 
bunco party for the residents. Cookies, punch and bunco prizes will be provided by 
members of the women’s group. Preferred prizes are candy, Kleenex and toilet paper! 
The party starts at 7:00 pm with Mac Park women being asked to arrive at 6:30 pm. 
 Lutheran World Relief personal care kits will be assembled, packed, labeled and 
weighed at the March 14 meeting that will begin at 7:00 pm in the Fireside Room.       
A Thrivent Action Team will pay for most of the kit items, but Susan Rath will provide 
the toothbrushes. Jean Schriever will give the devotion, and she and Nancy Kusen-
berger will provide the refreshments. 
 Also in March, the Mac Park women’s group will host the Southwestern Texas 
Synod of the ELCA Alamo/Cibolo Conference event. Registration for the March 23 
event begins at 8:30 am with a continental breakfast provided. The event runs from       
9:00 am to 2:00 pm and the registration fee is $20. The contact person is Suzette Price, 
210-655-3833, thewriteprice@gmail.com. 
 The Bible study will be led by Vicar Lisa Hoelscher, and Pastor Heather Hansen 
will lead the worship service. Speakers will be Mac Park members Jill Piazzi, Gray 
Matters, and Brenda Krueger, Community Based Advocacy team member. 
 Nancy Halvorson, IHeart Realty, will be the speaker for the April 11 women’s 
group meeting. She will be speaking on the topic “Real Estate Issues as We Age.” The 
meeting will be at 7:00 pm in the Fireside Room. Light refreshments will be provided. 
 Meanwhile, Pastor Heather presented a Bible study to the women’s group at the 
Jan. 10 meeting. Mary Jane Blair provided refreshments. Plans were made for the Feb-
ruary, March and April meetings. 
 

MPLC YOUTH LOCK-IN 

FEB. 23—24 ~~ 6:00 PM—9:30 AM 

Food, fellowship & fun for all                
middle & high school youth!! 

 
RSVP to: uniquepixie8@gmail.com or 210-316-0998 

or chloegallegos98@gmail.com or 210-262-5819 

mailto:thewriteprice@gmail.com
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Habitat for Humanity of San Antonio 
 Our Mac Park annual Square Foot Campaign to 
raise funds for our share of the Lutheran Cluster House 
will be held over three Sundays, February 3, 10, and 
17. We will have the floor plan of the house available 
for members to sign up for a section of the house at a 
suggested donation of $10. per square. Our home will 
be built in the fall so anyone interested in helping with 
the build will have a chance then to get on site and par-
ticipate actively.  
 Mac Park has been a loyal supporter of Habitat SA for many years and our efforts 
are so appreciated by the families we have helped. It is a joy to Build for Better! 
 If you are interested in joining together with other faith groups building with Habi-
tat, our quarterly Faith in Action Team (FIAT) lunch is scheduled for Tues., Feb. 12  
at noon at San Pedro Presbyterian Church. Please let me know if you are interested in 
going and I will notify Habitat. Your lunch will be free as a first time attendee. The   
programs are always so interesting and you will learn a lot. The meeting lasts until 1 pm.  

San Antonio Food Bank Mobile Pantry 
 Thank you to all who helped with our mighty first effort at feeding our neighbors 
on Jan. 5. What a great way to start off the new year in service to our sisters and broth-
ers in Christ. The 11 pallets of food served 171 cars for a total of 590 people. This is an 
indicator of how much need there is in our church neighborhood. We hope to have three 
more pantries this year with one sponsored by our school to celebrate Lutheran 
Schools Week. We are waiting on confirmation of the date but have asked for either 
March 2 or March 9. If you would like to join in this ministry, please let me know. 
There are jobs for those who would like to advertise the pantry/distribute flyers, set up 
for the day, distribute food, and clean up. We also hope to schedule a mobile pantry for 
God’s Work, Our Hands weekend, September 7. Thank you for being a San Antonio 
Food Bank Hunger Fighter!   

 We continue support of Texas Impact which serves as a faith-based advocacy arm 
for our church. With the legislature in session, please consider expressing your ideas to 
your members of the legislature about issues of concern to you as we act together to 
Live the Gospel, Change the World. ~Jeanette Pierce 
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Notes from the Quilters: 

Hospital Delivery: 
 Thanksgiving brings 
our annual Fall Delivery to 
the Methodist Children’s 
Hospital.  Here we see 
Nelda Greer, Mary Rupard, 
Jan Kelly, Pat Richmond 
and Dr. Harry Greer.  The 
delivery this year includ-
ed:108 Therapy Dolls, 58 
stuffed animals, 158 quilted 
stockings, 100 calendar puz-
zles, 2,325 book marks/
room decorations, 1095 
sticker pkgs./motivation 
items,  and 87 card games. 
Whew those quilters were 
busy during the months 
from June through Novem-
ber. 
 Jan Kelly and her 
group at the Waterford are 
responsible for turning 
these 158 stockings as well 
as the others that we gave 
Mac Park School. 
 In addition, some of 
these women made 500 of 
the bookmarks/room deco-

Stitches from the Quilters 

rations and half of the 
sticker pkgs. We are ex-
tremely thankful to Jan’s 
bunch at the Waterford for 
their participation in our 
delivery.  
 

Mac Park School Christmas: 
 Here we see Pat Rich-
mond, Carla Lockett and 
Gabby Gonzalez with the 
items that the quilters made 
for the children for Christ-
mas.  There were 100 quilt-
ed stockings, 100 stuffed 
animals, 450 sticker pack-
ages, 100 calendar puzzles, 
50 card games and 125 
bookmarks.  
 Every year, the quilters 
save the first 100 stockings 
and 100 stuffed animals for 
the children at Mac Park.  It 
never goes unappreciat-
ed!!!! 
 As in every year, the 
children from Mac Park 
come to serenade the quilt-
ers and bring us goodies 
and gifts.  You have not 

lived until you experience 
the serenading from the 
children. It was most en-
joyable.   
 

Christmas Delivery for the 
staff at Mac Park Church:  
       Here we see Pat Rich-
mond delivering the quilt-
ers’ presents of pillows and 
stockings for the staff of 
Mac Park.  Every year we 
like to express our appreci-
ation to the people who 
keep the wheels moving in 
the church.  
       They are truly helpful 
in maintaining the quilter 
and the quilters’ rooms.  
Thanks again for the won-
derful work that you do for 
us. 
 
          Yours in Christ,  

        Mary Rupard and  

        Pat Richmond                
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February, 2019 
1 – “Show and Tell”, 2 – Boursette, Bldg. #6, 8 – Auction,  
15 – Program, 22 – Bourse 
 

March, 2019 
1 – “Show and Tell” 2 – Boursette – Bldg#6, 8 – Auction, 15 – Program,              
22 – Bourse, 29 – NO MEETING (Spring Break). 
 

April, 2019 
5 – “Show and Tell”, 6 – Boursette – Bldg #6, 12 – Auction, 19 – NO MEETING-
EASTER, 26 – Bourse 

 

 
 

Following some recent tree trimming, 

Kevin has some firewood available. 

Any monetary donations benefit the 

youth programs of Mac Park. 

Contact Kevin Ott if interested:  

210-885-8959.  

 

Congratulations to Renee and Jeremy Edmondson on the birth of 
Dylan Reed on December 10, 2018, weighing 7 lbs. 11 oz., 20” in 
length and a head full of red hair. Congratulations also to Bjorn and 
Shari Dybdahl on the birth of their great grandson Walter “Walt” 

  David Weber on December 25, weighing 7 lbs. 1 oz, and 21.5” in length.  
  Walt’s parents are Evan and Melanie Weber.  

Our Christian sympathy to Averill Tope and family on the death of her husband 
William on November 6; and to Bob, Caryn and Elizabeth Milliman on the death 
of their son/brother/uncle Robert Milliman, Jr. on December 17. 

News Around Mac Park Campus 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please pray for the following: David 
Clouse (Rhea Clouse’s son), Juanita   
Ogden (David Tamez’s aunt), George 
Pierce, Mary Alice Rupard, families 
dealing with children with mental ill-
ness., and family and friends of Kim  
Battin (David Stephenson’s aunt).   

Those undergoing chemo 
and/or radiation treat-
ments: Collin Cash, Nell 
Craighead, and Miriam   
Miller 

 

Dale & Carla Lockett 
removed their land line 
His cell: 210-241-7941 
Her cell: 210-262-8329                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

 

Service Dec 30 Jan 6 Jan 13 Jan 20 TOTAL 

9:30am 84 100 89 102 375 

Offering $1,452.00 $5,096.00 $4,985.50 $2,989.00 $14,522.50 

Sunday  
School 

NO SS  22 45 
 

29 96 

NOTE: The offering totals listed above are the amounts received at the  
worship services. They do not reflect contributions received through the 
Simply Giving program or automatic bank drafts. 

PASTORAL ACTS 
9/22/18 Memorial Service for David 

Van Lydegraf 

10/21/18 Holy Baptism of Jeronimo 
Sunshine Friend, son of Jacqueline 
(Paredes) Friend 

11/12/18 Memorial Service for      
William Tope 



Welcome to MacArthur Park Lutheran Church and School 

† MacArthur Park invites you for Sunday worship. † 

    Our Worship Schedule   
† 9:30 am Worship Service with Holy Communion †  

† Snacks, Fellowship and Christian Ed opportunities 

for all ages at 10:30 am † 
 

† Our School has a Christian environment for students  
ages 18 months–1st Grade † 

Lutheran Hispano-Latino Spanish services at 9:30 am with Holy Communion 

every Sunday in our chapel. All Spanish speaking (first or second language) 

welcome to share the joy of the Spirit. Website: www.pilhlsa.com/home  
   

2903 Nacogdoches Rd. 

San Antonio, TX  78217 

church: (210) 824-7135 

fax: (210) 826-5146 

school (210) 822-5374 
Church email: 

macparklutheran@satx.rr.com 

School email: 

macparkschool@gmail.com 

 

A congregation of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America www.elca.org  

 

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church 
2903 Nacogdoches Road 

San Antonio, TX 78217-4595 

   

 Deadline for May, 
June and July 2019 

newsletter is:  
Tues., Apr. 23, 2019 

Like us on Facebook 

We’re on the web! 

www.macparkelca.org 

Church & School Staff 

 
 

Associate Pastor: Heather Hansen Cell:  (210) 317-8509 

Interim/Transitional Pastor: Sarah Roemer Cell: (360) 649-8735 

School Director: Carla Lockett  Cell:  (210) 262-8329 

Music Director: Leigh Anne Seitter Home:  (210) 497-7113 

Choir Director: Carla Lockett Cell:  (210) 262-8329 

Property Manager: Kevin Ott  Cell:  (210) 885-8959 

Care Coordinator: Betty Pomykal Home:  (210) 822-7055 

Sextant: Jean Schriever Cell:  (210) 860-1688 

Assistant Sextant: Sara Milam Cell:  (210) 355-8100 

Volunteer Coordinator: Suzette Price Home:  (210) 655-3833 

Administrative Asst.: Debbie Kennedy Cell:  (210) 325-8817 

 

2018 — 2019 Congregation Council 

Courtney Grove, President 

Melissa French Stephenson, Vice President 

Ellen Bridges, Secretary 

Maureen Folkerts, Treasurer 

Hannah Hansen, Youth Rep 

Jeanette Pierce, Sending Chair 

James Vlasak, Support Chair 

Sheryl Bierstedt, Inviting Chair 

Carl Ortmann, Equipping Chair 

Virginia Stowell, School Mission  Team 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pilhlsa.com/home
macparkelca.org
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Mac-Arthur-Park-Lutheran-Church/152809651532806?fref=ts
http://www.macparkelca.org

