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Dear Friend of MacArthur 
Park Lutheran Church, 
     I have now been back 
from sabbatical/study leave 
for about a month and this 
is my second newsletter 
article since my time away.  
Last month I shared some 
of the things I did while 
away.  This month I want 
to discuss what I found at 
Mac-Arthur Park Lutheran 
Church and School when I 
returned. 
     I think some pastors are 
afraid to take sabbaticals 
for fear of what will hap-
pen in the congregation 
while they are away.  But 
after my first three sabbati-
cals here, I found every-
thing in good order when I 
returned and I expected the 
same to happen this time. 
     I went to my first coun-
cil meeting last night since 
returning from my sabbati-
cal and I was impressed 
with the women who were 
at the meeting. (C’mon 
guys! I feel outnumbered!)  
We have a forward looking 
council which is moving 
the congregation forward 
on several fronts and is try-
ing some new things. 

     I continue to be impressed 
with all of our staff.  Pastor 
Heather is now fully on 
board after her first year as 
associate pastor and others 
continued to do their jobs 
with skill and dedication. 
     MacArthur Park Luther-
an School is having another 
successful year and I think 
all of us are thankful we are 
not facing the enrollment 
problems we endured just a 
couple years ago. 
     Our CBA (Congregation 
Based Advocacy) group con-
tinues to grow and their    
report to council indicated 
significant actions being un-
dertaken. In addition to our 
school, our community in-
volvement is gaining us a 
citywide and synodical repu-
tation. 
     We also continue to work 
on how to use our resources 
and property most effectively 
to “Live the Gospel and 
Change the World.”  A large 
number of possibilities are 
being investigated and I en-
courage you to watch for lat-
er   developments. 
     As we move into 2017, I 
do know we have a concern 
which must be addressed 

soon: our deficit spending.  
After we see how contribu-
tions and expenses are go-
ing at the end of December, 
the council expects to ad-
dress this issue early in 
2017.  A council retreat is 
planned for the first Satur-
day of the new year and this 
topic may come up then. 
     I again thank you for 
the time you gave me this 
fall to study, relax, and 
pursue new experiences. 
     Some of my friends at 
the gym who know me 
well can attest the congre-
gation definitely deserved a 
break from me for a while. 
     I look forward to serv-
ing faithfully with you in 
2017. 

                 Peace,  

     Pastor Paul  
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     Happy New Year! New year’s is a great 
time for resolutions and changes, but for 
our school we’ll just continue what we 
started back in August.  The Academic cal-
endar runs from August to May and       
students and teachers tend to “run” their 
lives according to the school year.  We are 
excited to return from the holidays and 
start the spring semester.  Young children 
complete many mile stones in a school 
year and somehow, they make great strides 
after the winter break.  Learning seems to 
pick up pace after Christmas. 
     Along with learning the school has 
many other plans for this busy semester.  
We will be looking forward to Lutheran 
Schools Week, Spring break, Spring fund-
raisers, Registration, Fiesta, Donuts for 
Dads, and Muffins for Mom, just to name 
a few. Please watch the newsletter and bul-
letins for events as they grow closer.   

MacArthur Park Lutheran School 

 

     If you are an “after Holidays” clean-
er, please don’t forget that we have 
storage for rummage sale items, so 
please keep us in mind if you have 
items that would be great for the sale.   
     Many times people ask if there are 
items that the school can use, so here 
are some things that help “restock” for 
the rest of the year- 
 Crayons 
 Markers 
 Colored copy paper 
 Glue sticks 
 Puzzles (wooden or less than 50 

pieces) 
 Children’s toys - we are especially 

looking for Barbies, and action fig-
ures for the after school program. 

     We pray that 2017 is a great year for 
you and your family.  

    MPLS staff & children 

Women’s group to meet on 
Jan. 12: Pastor Heather    
Hansen to lead study 
 

       The MacArthur Park Lutheran 
Church women’s group will meet 
at 7 p.m. in the Fireside Room on 
Thursday, Jan. 12. 
       Pastor Heather Hansen will 
lead the Bible study that night. 
       Sherill Whiteman, Susan Rath 
and Sheryl Sad will provide the  
refreshments. 
       All women are invited and   
encouraged to attend.---srp 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 
One Worship Service at 10:00 am 

in the Fireside Room 

    We invite you to join us 

on New Year’s Day as we 

celebrate the New Year 

and new birth with wor-

ship, Holy Communion, 

singing, fellowship and food!  

Dress   is casual — come in your 

pajamas or sports team jersey! 
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In attendance:  Beth Borstad, Melissa French-Stephenson, Ellen Bridges, Maureen 
Folkerts, Sheryl Bierstedt, Renee Edmondson, Courtney Grove, and Pastor Paul Ziese. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 PM with devotion by Beth Borstad. The group 
reaffirmed our commitment to the purpose statement and guiding principles. 

Actions: 
 The November 15, 2016 minutes were approved as printed.   

 A written financial report was received from Treasurer Maureen Folkerts. November 
operating receipts for the church were $26,785.36 and total expenses were 
$39,131.16 with a net loss of $12,345.80. Year to date operating receipts were 
$81,712.44 and total expenses were $100,224.02 with a net loss of $18,511.58.  
Maureen noted that the larger than expected loss was related to air conditioning ex-
penses. The school had operating receipts of $27,654.26 and total expenses were 
$23,243.14 for a net income of $4,411.12. Year to date operating receipts were 
$106,451.09 and total expenses were $75,675.27 with a net income of 
$30,775.82. Maureen reported that the Finance Committee will meet after the first of 
the year to discuss budget concerns. 

 Pastoral Acts were received:  Pastor Paul Ziese presided at the Memorial Service for 
Mary Jane Bradshaw on 11/21/2016; Pastor Heather Hansen presided at the Wed-
ding of Jessica Gottschalk and Kevin Nolan on 11/25/2016; Pastor Heather Hansen 
presided at the Holy Baptism of Nolan Macrini, son of Ted and Christine Macrini, 
on 12/11/2016; Pastor Paul Ziese presided at the Funeral service for Claudette Perez 
(Barbara Ott’s mother) on 12/12/2016. 

Discussions: 
 Sheryl Bierstedt will follow up with more details on the Skyhawks Sports Academy/

SuperTots Sports Academy for the January Council meeting. 

 Pastor Paul reported that he has met with Dan Bierstedt regarding the next steps in 
the church building/renovation plans. He will ask Judith Spindt to attend a Council 
meeting for information and direction regarding the next steps. The building com-
mittee and finance committee could be included. 

 Pastor Paul will follow up on needed Church Constitution updates. 

 Pastor Paul will arrange for John Dellis, with Lutheran Foundation of the Southwest, 
to present to Council and the Stewardship Committee. Sheryl Bierstedt will work on 
getting a Stewardship Committee together. 

 A Council retreat is planned for January 7, 2017.  

 CICBA minutes and discussion by Renee Edmondson.  CICBA name has changed 
to CBA (Community Based Advocacy). 

 The meeting was adjourned with prayer at 8:26 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, Ellen Bridges, Congregation Council Secretary 

Congregation Council Meeting Minutes ~ December 20, 2016 
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Hospital Delivery: 

     On November  21, 2016, 
Dr. Harry Greer picked up 
and delivered to Methodist 
Children’s Hospital: 150 
quilted stockings, 87 Thera-
py dolls, 80 stuffed animals, 
630 Sticker Pkgs., 650 
bookmarks and 70 games. 
In this picture we see Mary 
Rupard, Rosy Giglio, Deb-
bie Osuna and Pat Rich-
mond in the foreground and 
Dr. Harry in the back-
ground.  Thanks folks!!!!!!! 

Drawing for the donated 
quilt for expense on the 
Quilters’ Shed: Here we 
see Maureen Folkerts from 
Mac Park church has drawn 
the ticket for the quilt.  
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Stitches from the Quilters 

Quilter “Dude” of the 
Month-Bob Hunt (Part X) 
    After Bob retired in 
1993, he began a second 
“career.” His second career 
was one of being an avid 
volunteer. It looks like he 
found the secret to retiring-
--retiring TO something 
instead of FROM some-
thing.   
    He has spent 20 years 
delivering Meals on 
Wheels and he and Jan are 
now in charge of Meals on 
Wheels here at Mac Park.  
(Tune in February, 
2017 for Part XI.)  

Debbie Osuna and Pat 
Richmond were on hand 
for the drawing. 

Winner: Here are Mike 
and Rosey Giglio—the 
winners of the quilt and Pat 
Richmond as she is pre-
senting the quilt to the   
Giglios. Congratulations 
Giglios!!!!!!!  

 School Christmas stuff: 
And last, but by far not 
least, Carla and Britta 
picked up 80 quilted stock-
ings and 80 stuffed animals 
for Mac Park School 
Christmas. Pat Richmond 
is wishing the kids Merry 
Christmas from the quilters. 

 Yours in Christ,  
 Mary Alice Rupard 
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January 6, 2017: 6:15 – Juniors 
 7:00 – Business Meeting 
 7:30 – “Show and Tell” — “Shoot Out” pages DUE  
January 7, 2017: 9am – Saturday Morning Boursette – small bourse  
January 13, 2017: 7:00 – Auction – Come find some really good prices.  
January 20, 2017: 5:15 – Juniors 
 7:30 – “Military Establishments” (See Program Notes)  
January 27, 2017: 7:30 – Bourse – Sell, buy, trade. Great bargains. 
 

Program Notes ~ “Military Establishments” by George Garven 

     Well, here we are with George again. He has given good programs in the past and this 
one promises to be so again. His cover collection is superb and he has given a good presen-
tation in the past. This should be very interesting and informative. O.K., George, “Bring it 
on!” So you suppose that George is going to bring chocolate like Nelda did?? 

      Yours in Philately, Pat Richmond 

 
MacArthur Park Lutheran Church has been blessed by having an 
exceptionally stable staff. 

In 2017 Leigh Anne Seitter will have been music director and 
Debbie Kennedy will have been administrative assistant for 30 years! 

Beverly Buchhorn has been bookkeeper for the church and school since November 1, 
1995. 

Pastor Paul Ziese has been senior pastor and Carla Lockett has been choir director for 
20 years! 

Kevin Ott has been property manager since October 17, 2001. 

Pastor Heather Hansen is the newest member of the staff, having served as associate 
pastor since October of 2015. 

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church is thankful for the faithful service of all of these staff 
members. 

The U.S. Census Bureau is hiring Field Representatives in the metro area of San    
Antonio to support the 2017 American Housing Survey (AHS). The job consists of   
interviewing selected households using a laptop computer at their homes and over the 
phone. If interested in a Field Representative job, please contact the American Housing 
Survey toll-free recruiting line at: 877-390-6424.  Some position information:  
 Pay rate is $12.33—$15.63 per hour, plus $0.54 per mile.  
 The AHS will be conducted May through August, 2017 with local, one-week training 

sessions occurring in late March and April, 2017. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please pray for the following:  
Evelyn Garza; Kathryn Hancock;     
Dorothy Imig; Dewey Johnson; Ed Lee; 
Ryan Nunn; James  Peters; Jeanette 
Pierce; Carlo Reyes; Jean Schriever; 
and David VanLydegraf. 

Those undergoing chemo and/or 
radiation treatments: Barbara Bow-
den; Collin Cash; Miriam Miller; Rob 
Milliman, Jr.; and Montsho.  

 

New Mailing Address 

Sheryl Sad 

PO Box 171334 

SA, TX 78217 

Service Dec 4 
 

Dec 11 Dec 18 Dec 25 
Christmas 

TOTAL 

8:30am 78 75 81 only 10 am 234 

10:45am 64 80 69 35 248 

Offering $13,536.06 $3,195.00 $9,673.25 $1,243.00 $27,647.31 

Sunday  
School 

Good Gifts 
Fair 

no count 30 no SS 30 

12/24 Christmas Eve:  4:30 pm = 173 and 6:30 pm = 76; offering = $10,079.00 

NOTE: The offering totals listed above are the amounts received at the worship  
services. They do not reflect contributions received through the Simply Giving     
program or automatic bank drafts. 

Our Christian sympathy 
to Barbara and Kevin Ott 
on the death of her mother  
Claudette Perez on        
December 1. 

PASTORAL ACTS 
11/21/16:  Memorial service for 

Mary Jane Bradshaw 

12/11/16:  Holy Baptism of Nolan 
Macrini, son of Ted and     
Christine Macrini 

12/12/16:  Funeral service for   
Claudette Perez (Barbara Ott’s 
mother) 



 
Welcome to MacArthur Park Lutheran Church and School 

† MacArthur Park invites you for Sunday worship. † 

  Our Worship Schedule   

8:30 ~ 9:30 am    1st Service  with Holy Communion 
10:45 ~ 11:45 am  2nd Service with Holy Communion 

Lutheran Hispano-Latino Spanish services at 9:30 am with Holy Communion 
every Sunday in our chapel. All Spanish speaking (first or second language) 

welcome to share the joy of the Spirit. 
Website: www.pilhlsa.com/home  

  
† Christian Education opportunities for ages 2 – adult at 9:45 a.m. † 

† Our School has a Christian environment for students ages 18 months–1st Grade † 
   

2903 Nacogdoches Rd. 

San Antonio, TX  78217 

church: (210) 824-7135 

fax: (210) 826-5146 

school (210) 822-5374 

Website: macparkelca.org 

Email: 

macparklutheran@satx.rr.com 

-or- officemacpark@satx.rr.com 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America 

www.elca.org  

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church 
2903 Nacogdoches Road 

San Antonio, TX 78217-4595 

 Deadline for Feb. 
2017 newsletter is:  
Fri., Jan. 20, 2017 

2016 — 2017 Congregation Council 

Beth Borstad, President 

Melissa French Stephenson, Vice President 

Ellen Bridges, Secretary 

Maureen Folkerts, Treasurer 

Renee Edmondson, Sending Chair 

Bill Sweda, Support Chair 

Sheryl Bierstedt, Inviting Chair 

Courtney Grove, Equipping Chair 

Like us on Facebook 

We’re on the web! 

www.macparkelca.org 

Church & School Staff 

Senior Pastor: Paul Ziese Home:  (210) 826-3071 

Associate Pastor: Heather Hansen Cell:  (210) 317-8509 

School Director: Carla Lockett  Home:  (210) 824-2322 

Music Director: Leigh Anne Seitter Home:  (210) 497-7113 

Choir Director: Carla Lockett Home:  (210) 824-2322 

Youth Choir Director: Melissa French-Stephenson Cell:  (210) 316-9404 

Property Manager: Kevin Ott  Cell:  (210) 885-8959 

Care Coordinator: Betty Pomykal Home:  (210) 822-7055 

Sextant: Jean Schriever Cell:  (210) 860-1688 

Assistant Sextant: Sara Milam Cell:  (210) 355-8100 

Administrative Asst.: Debbie Kennedy Cell:  (210) 325-8817 

http://www.pilhlsa.com/home
macparkelca.org
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Mac-Arthur-Park-Lutheran-Church/152809651532806?fref=ts
http://www.macparkelca.org

