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Dear Friend of MacArthur 
Park Lutheran Church and 
School, 
     The Christian Century, 
a popular journal among 
mainline Protestants recent-
ly confirmed what some of 
us have been suspecting for 
some time. In addition to 
wanting to worship with 
people from the same affin-
ity groups and with the 
same musical tastes, people 
seeking new churches are 
now also looking to wor-
ship with people with the 
same political and social 
beliefs. Conservative Re-
publicans want to worship 
with other conservative Re-
publicans and progressive 
Democrats want to worship 
with other progressive Dem-
ocrats. Congregations face 
some new challenges. 
     The desire to worship 
with people from the same 
affinity groups (racial co-
horts, generational co-
horts, leisure time cohorts) 
was handled by large 
mega-churches by having 
small groups organized 
around cohort interests.  
Denominations responded 
by starting new congrega-

tions directed at affinity co-
horts. For example, Camino 
Real Christian Fellowship 
was directed toward Gen-X 
folks and San Pablo Luther-
an Church is now focusing 
on Latinos. 
     Many congregations re-
sponded to the desire for 
specific kinds of music by 
having a variety of worship 
services, such as contempo-
rary, blended, traditional, 
Taize, jazz, etc. 
     Politics presents a new 
challenge for congregations 
and especially for those 
which are part of denomina-
tions. 
     One of the strengths of 
the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America has been 
its low-key approach to pol-
itics and its refusal to be 
identified with one-issue 
political agendas. I have had 
more than one religious 
leader tell me recently of the 
hope the ELCA will not 
change in the current politi-
cal climate when so many 
groups are becoming polar-
ized. 
     Denominational congre-
gations must pay attention 
to the positions of the      

denomination. The ELCA 
presents us some political 
and social realities: we 
have an openly gay bishop 
and an increasing number 
of gay and lesbian clergy, 
our presiding bishop is an 
Ivy League educated wom-
an who is married to an 
Episcopal priest, we are 
strong supporters of refu-
gees since we are a church 
started in this country by 
refugees, we are strong  
advocates for the poor and 
sick, we are strong support-
ers of the Paris Climate 
Accords, we have made 
overcoming racism a ma-
jor emphasis of our 
church,  we  want fair and             
(Continued on Page 4.) 
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       May is a bitter-sweet time at 
school. We are excited to bring another 
successful school year to a close but 
it’s hard to say “good-bye” to the chil-
dren for the summer but, we look for-
ward to seeing them in the fall. This 
year has been filled with many great 
things and all the students have made 
great strides. We had a record enroll-
ment of 65 students. Students ages 18 
months through Kindergarten made up 
the student body. Our staff was stellar, 
as always. We employed 13 people and 
each one was a blessing to our school. 
MPLS is honored to have such excel-
lent staff members.  
       Along with the staff we were de-
lighted to have dedicated volunteers 
that came on a weekly basis just to help 
our students. Our volunteers included 
Betty Pomykal, Jim Price, Virginia 
Stowell, and Starla Sweda. Each volun-
teer’s gift of time and service was ap-
preciated beyond measure. Few schools 
can boast the caliber of the volunteers 
we have! 
       Our students participated in lots of 
fun activities including Trunk-o-Treat, 
Breakfast with Santa, Lutheran Schools 
Week, Fiesta, and countless other fun 
things.   
       Daily chapel was a highlight for all 
students. Pastor Heather and Pastor 
Ziese took turns leading chapel on 
Tuesdays and the children enjoyed go-
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ing to” big chapel”. We learned 38 
bible verses and sung more than 75 
chapel songs and we raised money 
for Lutheran World Relief to build 
retention ponds in Africa. 
       Enrollment is looking strong for 
next year and we can hardly wait to 
start over next school year. Thank 
you for your support and prayers 
this school year. We hope you have 
a great summer! 

       MPLS Staff and Students 
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In attendance: Beth Borstad, Melissa French-Stephenson, Ellen Bridges, Sheryl Bierstedt, 
Bill Sweda, Pastor Heather Hansen and Pastor Paul Ziese. Virginia Stowell attended as 
MPLS board representative. MPLC Property Manager Kevin Ott also attended. 

Beth Borstad led the devotion and prayer. The meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM.  
The group reaffirmed our commitment to the purpose statement and guiding principles. 

Kevin Ott explained the original plat for Mac Park and subsequent additions. The prop-
erty was re-platted as one area/property in June 2001. So, there is a current valid plat of 
Mac Park property as of June, 2001. We would need to survey any portion of property 
that we may sell. It appears there is still a lien on a portion of the property through     
Lutheran Brotherhood. This will need to be addressed when/if any property is sold. 

Virginia reported that the school board met and there will be no more fundraisers this 
year. Thirty-five students have registered for next year versus fifteen last year. MPLS 
Fiesta is April 27. VBS is June 26 – 29 in the evening. Bill brought up a concern regard-
ing the old, dirty carpet in the portable building rooms. Virginia will bring this concern 
to the next school board meeting 

Actions: 
        * The February 21, 2017 and March 21, 2017 minutes were approved as printed.   
        * A written financial report was received from Treasurer Maureen Folkerts.  
March  operating receipts for the church were $29,105.39 and total expenses were 
$33,923.86 with a net loss of $4,818.47. Year to date operating receipts were 
$226,995.68 and total expenses were $233,255.10 with a net loss of $6,259.42. The 
school had operating receipts of $27,591.35 and total expenses were $23,524.70 for a 
net income of  $4,066.65. Year to date operating receipts were $230,831.79 and total 
expenses were $170,183.42 with a net income of $60,648.37.    

Discussions: 
 There was discussion regarding the building committee/building process/

building plans and lessons to be learned. Council members are asked to send 
thoughts and ideas to Beth prior to the May Council meeting. 

 Pastor Heather reported that the first Saturday evening worship service will in-
clude a baptism! She also discussed Usher Training and that it will include the 
young people who participate as ushers. 

 Inviting Chair Sheryl presented a written report and discussion about the Stew-
ardship Campaign. Council decided to use a Giving Tree fundraiser to provide 
stamps to offset a shortage of budgeted funding. Pastor Paul will provide $500 
from his discretionary fund to help with the celebration brunch which will be 
coordinated by the Halvorson’s.         

The council meeting adjourned with prayer at 8:20 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, Ellen Bridges, Congregation Council Secretary  

Congregation Council Meeting Minutes ~ April 18, 2017 
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 (Continued from Page 1) 
equal treatment for women and members of the GLBTQ community, we want fair treat-
ment for Palestinians in Israel, and we respect persons of other religious faiths. 
      While the ELCA perceives itself and is often perceived as moderate, in Texas, the 
ELCA leans left on many of the major issues of concern. Our social and political stands 
will not attract many people in Texas who are strongly to the right theologically, social-
ly, or politically. They will likely be attracted somewhere else. 
 We could try to project a different image of who we are and play down our ties to 
the ELCA. But the three major divisions which have occurred in the congregation’s his-
tory (creation of the ELCA, the new green hymnal, and the social statement on human 
sexuality) were especially painful at MacArthur Park because many in the congregation 
had over the years moved away or stayed away from the central teachings of our denom-
ination.   
 It is worth noting when these people left our congregation, most really left the 
ELCA of which we just happened to be a part. They went to churches which have no 
relationship with this denomination (Wayside Chapel, Concordia Lutheran, Mt. Calvary 
Lutheran, etc.) and did not go to congregations with which we do have a relationship 
(Episcopal Church of the Reconciliation, Northwood Presbyterian, etc.)   
 If we try to be something we are not in the current political climate, I fear we are 
only setting ourselves up for a fourth division in the coming years. 
 I suggest we continue on our current course. I had hoped the animosity from the  
November election would have subsided by now but I think we may be a divided nation 
for the foreseeable future. I suggest we continue to focus on our school, community 
based advocacy, and the new emphasis on prayer. 
 Churches like ours in Texas may not get a lot of new members in the next few years.  
Fear, hatred, and anxiety may describe our time more than love, grace, and peace. This 
may be a time when we are called to be faithful instead of successful by the world’s 
standards. 

Peace, Pastor Paul 

15th and Final Jon's Run! Please join us as 
we celebrate 15 years of Jon’s Run on Sat., 
May 13 at Wheatley Heights Sports Complex. 
For more info and to register or make a dona-
tion, please visit www.jonsrun.com and join 
“Team Jon” or form a team of your own. We 
thank you for your support over these past 15 

  years and hope you can be there to help make this last Jon's Run the best yet! 
  ~Blessings, Melissa, David, James, and Sam ~ Jon’s Family 

http://www.jonsrun.com/
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Experiencing the Joy of Generosity! 
 

Experiencing the Joy of Generosity! 
 

This month, we wrap up our stewardship emphasis 
titled Experiencing the Joy of Generosity. Through 
sermon messages, lay presentations, children’s ser-
mons and personal prayer and devotion, we hope you 
are finding the experience to be thought-provoking 
and inspirational.  Please mark your calendars and 
join us for the following: 

May 7 Theme: The Joy of Sharing God’s  
               Blessings 

May 14 Commitment Sunday at both services 

May 21 Celebration Brunch during Sunday                    
  School Hour  

 
Sheryl Bierstedt, Inviting Chair 
Mac Park Congregational Council 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

At their March 21, 2017 meeting, the Congregation 

Council voted to have just one service from June 4 

thru August 13 at 9:30 am, with Christian Educa-

tion and food to follow.  
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The Purpose Driven Life by Pastor Rick Warren: Have you 
ever wondered why you are here and for what purpose? What 
plan does God have for you? Please join us at this bible study 
to read, share and explore thoughts as you take this journey 
with us. The book is a spiritual 40 day journey to discover 
your purpose in life. Each chapter is easy to read and only 2 
to 3 pages long. This study will be a time of inner reflection, 
readings, bible verses to remember and questions to consider 

and lots of interactive discussions. I read the book two years ago and it was a great 
blessing to my life. “It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are liv-
ing for. Long before we first heard of Christ…he had his eye on us, had designs on 
us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose his working out for everything and 
everyone.” Ephesians 1:11 (msg)   

We will provide food for the body and food for the soul, every other Friday start-
ing April 21, 2017 at 6:30 to 8:00 pm in the choir room. Books can be purchased on 
Amazon or at your local bookstore. We would love to have you join us, please call 
or email Lisa Hooter at 449-6235, mtlisahoot@yahoo.com if interested in attending 
so we can get the food ready. Thanks! ~Lisa Hooter and Courtney Grove 

  
  

 

 

Salad supper and bunco fellowship set 

Women’s group will meet May 11  
       The MacArthur Park Lutheran Church women’s group will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 11 in the Fireside Room 
for a salad supper and bunco fellowship event. 
 Women from St. Matthew’s Methodist Church and Shepherd King Lutheran 
Church are invited as guests. Of course, all Mac Park women are invited and    
encouraged to attend. 
 Group members will provide the meal and prizes for the bunco games.   
 Two rounds of bunco will be played with prizes awarded for each round.  
The rounds will be timed, and the event will be over by 9 p.m.  

                              ~Suzette Price, facilitator, Mac Park women’s group 



 
   Where are the stamps we are donating go? 

   MacArthur Park Lutheran Church mails out 24 newsletters each                                  
   month…but most congregation members and friends of the                                       
   congregation receive their newsletters by email. 

Mac Park volunteer Carol Couffer addresses birthday and anniversary cards each 
month that are sent to congregation members to let them know their church family   
celebrates those special events with them. 

During the yearly stewardship program, letters are sent to each congregation member 
to assist each in planning his or her yearly pledge to the church.  This year’s program  
is “Experience the Joy of Generosity!”   
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From Habitat for Humanity of San Antonio: “Thank you for your 
$2,725 contribution to Habitat for Humanity of San Antonio. This kind 
gift will enable us to partner with hard working families who need a 
‘hand up and not a hand out’. Since our founding Habitat has completed 
the construction of 1,000+ affordable homes in San Antonio,. This rep-
resents more than $55 million worth of property added to local tax rolls. 
With donations such as yours we hope to build 47 homes this year. Did 
you know children of homeowners do better in school, have less behavioral problems 
and are more likely to go to college and own their own home?” 

From SAMMinistries: “Spring is on its way, and the transformation from the gray days 
of winter are beginning to give way to warmer, brighter days. Thanks to your gift of 
$500, families and individuals facing homelessness will be able to experience their own 
wonderful transformations through SAMMinistries’ programs! Despite improvements in 
the economic forecast, many San Antonio families are experiencing difficult circum-
stances. Lack of stable income caused by job loss, unexpected illness, or car repair bills 
have brought many to the brink of housing disaster. But through the compassion and 
generosity of donors like you, these families can have renewed hope as they work to 
overcome homelessness.” 

From Christian Assistance Ministry (CAM): “Thank you so much for your recent gift 
of $500 to CAM! As you may know, CAM was founded 40 years ago by nine down-
town churches. This legacy of the ‘body of Christ’ working together to serve people in 
need is possible because of continued church support like yours. Your contribution 
means that not only are we able to meet the physical needs of those we serve through 
these financial and ‘in-kind’ donations, but that we are able to help those we serve to see 
God’s work in their lives through our ministry.” 
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Habitat for Humanity of San Antonio News 
       1000! That’s how many houses Habitat SA has built in its 40 year history. What an 
amazing accomplishment considering our humble beginnings in a kitchen table conver-
sation. Our first house near downtown is still occupied by its original owners. With 
God’s help, we have come a long way and continue to build affordable housing includ-
ing starting a new neighborhood, Lenwood Heights, at 227 Acme Rd. This area will 
include 167 homes when everything is completed. We plan to build 45 homes this year 
including finishing out Hope Village, where we worked last year.   
 The Lutheran Cluster house will be going up in Lenwood Heights this fall from 
Sept. 8 through dedication on Nov. 18. Our seven churches will partner with friends 
from St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church as we did last year.  Thank you to all who 
have contributed to Mac Park’s share of the building expenses. So far we have collected 
$2725. through our congregation’s budgeted funds and the Square Foot Campaign.  In 
the past several years we have been able to send $4000. because we received some match-
ing funds from Thrivent. That program is not available to us anymore, but we will try to 
contribute more money if we can.  Donations are gratefully received all year, of course.  
 Our build days are tentatively set for Friday, Sept. 22 and Sat., Sept. 23 with Mac 
providing the lunch for workers on the 23rd. Our build partner is Zion again, and our 
goal is to provide 10 people each day. Anyone wishing to sign up for a workday please 
let me know.  Although our plans are tentative at this point and it is early in the process, 
please mark your calendars to save these dates.  
 At our Faith in Action Team (FIAT) meeting in March we learned about the city 
bond proposal and its impact on creation of affordable housing. If you live in the city of 
San Antonio you have the opportunity to study the bond and vote your preference in 
May. The next FIAT gathering will be held May 9 at 12:00 PM. We meet at San Pedro 
Presbyterian Church, 14900 San Pedro Ave., and all are invited. Our speaker will be 
Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller, M.Sp.S. If you are a first time attendee, your lunch 
is free so let me know if you wish to attend and I’ll send the information to respond.  
 May will be a busy month with a Hab-i-Tour scheduled for May 12 at noon.        
Attendees will meet at the main office located at 311 Probandt, 78204, for a box lunch 
and a bus ride to view past and current build sites. At the end of the tour, you have the 
opportunity to tour the model home at the headquarters.  The tour is a great way to see 
what has been going on with Habitat. RSVP to 210.223.5203.   
 Thank you again, Mac Park Family, for your devoted and loving support of Habitat 
for Humanity of San Antonio.     

        Jeanette Pierce  
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Lutheran Campus Ministry in San Antonio’s    
5TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT  

Saturday, May 20 at Northern Hills Golf Club  
8:00 am Check-In  ~~  8:30 am Tee Time  

$95 includes golf, lunch, donation to LMCSA 

Registration deadline is Friday, May 12. Registration 
forms at: www.lcmsa.org, click on “Golf Tournament”.   
For more info, contact Tia Mathre-Adams, Lutheran Campus Ministry    
Director, tadams@zionsa.org or 210-489-0231. 

ELCA presiding bishop issues pastoral mes-
sage on Syria ~ ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton issued a pastoral message regarding the 
situation in Syria. In her message, she writes, "Let 

us continue to pray, assist those in need, offer refuge to those fleeing violence, and 
encourage all efforts toward peace for all of the children of God created in God’s im-
age. We continue to place our hope in the Lord our God, the Prince of Peace." 

What are these Global Ministry Projects, anyway? Throughout the span of Always 
Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, Global Links has shared updates 
about the Global Ministry Projects that are happening around the world. In an effort to 
better show the impact these projects are having, we invite you to watch this video 
about what $100,000 is going to do in Senegal and The Gambia. Each one of these 
13 projects is an opportunity to support incredible and life-changing ministries, and we 
hope this video inspires you to consider how you and your congregation can become 
more involved in them. 

Saturday Evening Worship 

Please join us on the last Saturday of each month as we       

worship, fellowship, and eat together! We begin at   

5:30 pm in the Fireside Room. We hope to see you    

May 27th. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Heather.  

http://www.lcmsa.org
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2felca.org%2fNews-and-Events%2f7881&srcid=127713&srctid=1&erid=27413035&trid=78621bbf-2bb0-4910-86ce-805676f3fc61
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fOur-Work%2fGlobal-Church%2fGlobal-Church-Sponsorship%2fSupporting-Global-Ministries&srcid=127713&srctid=1&erid=27413035&trid=78621bbf-2bb0-4910-86ce-805676f3fc61
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch%3fv%3dMJqvvzfKY0I&srcid=127713&srctid=1&erid=27413035&trid=78621bbf-2bb0-4910-86ce-805676f3fc61
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please pray for the following:  
Claire Broyles; Olivia Gonzalez;     
Dewey Johnson; Ryan Nunn; James  
Peters; Virgil Peterson; Betty Pomykal; 
Carlo Reyes;  Dorothy Spencer; Paula 
Sturm; David VanLydegraf; and Pastor 
Rachel Ziese Hacker.  

Those undergoing chemo and/or 
radiation treatments: Collin Cash; 
Beverly Frank; Miriam Miller; Rob  
Milliman, Jr.; Sylvia Sieberns (Carol 
Couffer’s sister); and Montsho.  

 

Service Apr 2 Apr 9 Apr 16 Apr 23 TOTAL 

8:30am 53 85 94 51 283 

10:45am 52 62 150 59 323 

Offering $3,073.00 $7,831.55 $5,016.00 $4,159.98 $20,080.53 

Sunday  
School 

16 28 No SS 19 63 

NOTE: The offering totals listed above are the amounts received at the worship services. 
They do not reflect contributions received through the Simply Giving program or automatic 
bank drafts. 

 

 

 

 

 
Harriet Barosh 
21802 Encino Commons, #306 
SA, TX 78259 
210-455-0975 
 
Rhea Clouse 
new phone # 210-867-3295 
 
 

 

Wed., 3/29: attendance 42; offering $246.72 Wed., 4/5: attendance 41; offering $169.00 
Thu., 4/13:  attendance 84; offering $308.00 Fri., 4/14:  attendance 58; offering $367.00 



 
Welcome to MacArthur Park Lutheran Church and School 

† MacArthur Park invites you for Sunday worship. † 

  Our Worship Schedule   

8:30 ~ 9:30 am    1st Service  with Holy Communion 
10:45 ~ 11:45 am  2nd Service with Holy Communion 

Lutheran Hispano-Latino Spanish services at 9:30 am with Holy Communion 
every Sunday in our chapel. All Spanish speaking (first or second language) 

welcome to share the joy of the Spirit. 
Website: www.pilhlsa.com/home  

  
† Christian Education opportunities for ages 2 – adult at 9:45 a.m. † 

† Our School has a Christian environment for students ages 18 months–1st Grade † 
   

2903 Nacogdoches Rd. 

San Antonio, TX  78217 

church: (210) 824-7135 

fax: (210) 826-5146 

school (210) 822-5374 

Website: macparkelca.org 

Email: 

macparklutheran@satx.rr.com 

-or- officemacpark@satx.rr.com 

 

A congregation of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America 

www.elca.org  

MacArthur Park Lutheran Church 
2903 Nacogdoches Road 

San Antonio, TX 78217-4595 

 Deadline for June 
2017 newsletter is:  
Mon., May 22, 2017 

2016 — 2017 Congregation Council 

Beth Borstad, President 

Melissa French Stephenson, Vice President 

Ellen Bridges, Secretary 

Maureen Folkerts, Treasurer 

Renee Edmondson, Sending Chair 

Bill Sweda, Support Chair 

Sheryl Bierstedt, Inviting Chair 

Courtney Grove, Equipping Chair 

Virginia Stowell, School Board Rep. 

Like us on Facebook 

We’re on the web! 

www.macparkelca.org 

Church & School Staff 

Senior Pastor: Paul Ziese Home:  (210) 826-3071 

Associate Pastor: Heather Hansen Cell:  (210) 317-8509 

School Director: Carla Lockett  Home:  (210) 824-2322 

Music Director: Leigh Anne Seitter Home:  (210) 497-7113 

Choir Director: Carla Lockett Home:  (210) 824-2322 

Youth Choir Director: Melissa French-Stephenson Cell:  (210) 316-9404 

Property Manager: Kevin Ott  Cell:  (210) 885-8959 

Care Coordinator: Betty Pomykal Home:  (210) 822-7055 

Sextant: Jean Schriever Cell:  (210) 860-1688 

Assistant Sextant: Sara Milam Cell:  (210) 355-8100 

Volunteer Coordinator: Suzette Price Home:  (210) 655-3833 

Administrative Asst.: Debbie Kennedy Cell:  (210) 325-8817 

http://www.pilhlsa.com/home
macparkelca.org
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Mac-Arthur-Park-Lutheran-Church/152809651532806?fref=ts
http://www.macparkelca.org

